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DEFENCE OF WESTERN FRONTIER. 
Letter from the Secretary td War, in reply. to the reso- 





lution of the House of Representatives of the 24th 
ultimo, relative to the plan proposed for the defence of 
the western frontier ; also, what tribes of Indians in- 
habit the country immediately west of Arkansas and 
Missouri. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
‘ March 21, 1840. 

Sir: On the 24th ultimo, the House of Representa- 
tives resolved “ that the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House the plan adopted, or 
proposed to be adopted, by him, for the defence of the 
western frontier, commencing on the Gulf of Mexico, 
and extending to the southwest corner of Missouri; 
what forts have been erected, their location along or 
near said frontier, the number of troops at each, and 
what roads connecting with, or leading to, those on 
the frontier of Arkansas, have been constructed, are 
in progress, or would be useful, from the interior of 
said State, or the Mississippi river on its eastern boun- 
dary. 
., Also, what tribes of {ndians, and the number of 
warriors belonging to each, own or inhabit the coun- 
try immediately west of the said States of Missouri 
and Arkansas, distinguishing between those removed 
there by the Government of the United States, and 
such as occupied the country prior to such removal ; 
whether there be any navigable, and what, rivers 
leading to, and, in his judgment, immediately con- 
nected with the defence of said frontier; and what 
would be the probable cost of the construction and the 
completion of the roads, the repair and erection of 
forts, and the improvement of the navigation of rivers, 
respectively, deemed material to carry into effect the 
said plan of defence.” 


In zeply te so much of this resolution as requires | 


information.as td the plan ef defence for the western 
frontier, I have the honor te transmit the accompany- 
ing report of a board of officers, convened by the de- 
partment in November last, to take into consideration 
the whole subject of the military and naval defences. 
of the country; in relation to those of the western 
froutier,.extending from Sabine bay to Lake Superior. 
(See No. 1.) - 

The. views and recommendations of this board co- 
incide very nearly with those presented by this de- 
partment in 1838; and where they differ, I very 
cheerfully defer to the superior knowledge possessed 
by the beard on a er depending so entirely oo 
military science, and I earnestly recommend that they 
be adopted and carried into full effect. 

It.is manifest, throughout this report, that there is 
a want of that intimate acquaintance with the to 
graphy of the frontier which ought to exist, but which 
this department was unable to furnish to the board ; 
and it is respectfully recommended that the means of 
prosecuting the necessary military surveys for acquir- 
ing this information be ne longer withheld. In the 
absence of that information, the department can only 
furnish, in reply to the inquiries of the House in rela- 
tion to rivers and reads, the following general obser- 
vations. 

The natural channels of communication with the 
posts, which the plan of defence proposes to establish 
on the southern portion of the western frontier, are— 
the Red river; the Arkansas, with its tributary the 
Neosho; and the Missouri, with .its tributaries the 
Osage and the Kansas. 


By the Red river we are enabled to approach the 
left of the line, carrying suecor.to Fort Towson, and, 
if necessary, by a short road to the Sabine. 

The Arkansas penetrates the centre, and leads te 
the advanced position of Fort Gibson, at present b 
far the most important pont on that frontier, as well 
as to Fort Smith, on the border of the settlements ; 
ere the N ponte, in sranons of flood, conducts.us to 

e new post proposed on Spring river, its princi 
branch. The latter, sendendy is a very tine 
route, and passing, as it does, all the way through the 
Indian country, would scarcely be practicable in time 
of war, unless thrown in the rear and covered by of- 


fensive movements on our part, in advance ef the 


frontier, as would no doubt be the case. 

On the right of this portion of the frontier, the Mis- 
souri river is the great channel of communicatio 
first with the existing post of Fort Leavenworth, oat 
next with the new post proposed near the Big Platte. 

The Kansas leads us to the new post recommended 
on that river; while the Osage affords navigation for 
light transports to the post on the interior line at the 
Marais de Cygne, which is a branch of that river, 

Hence it. will be seen that all the posts established 
and proposed on that portion of the frontier, (except 
Fort Wayne, on the Little Illinois, which is not navi- 
gable,) are approachable by water, either by means of 
steamboats or other light transports. 

To what extent those rivers will require to be im- 
proved, to render them fully available, it is difficult te 
say without preliminary surveys. The principal ones, 
however—that is, the Red, the Arkansas, and the 
Missouri—are already in a course of improvement. 
I refer to the removal of the raft from the first—an 
object of great importance—and to the extraction of 
the snags and sawyers from the others. The same 


means applied to the Neosho, the Osage, and the 


Kansas, would greatly facilitate the communications 
with the posts on those rivers, and promote the ulti- 
mate economy of the service. 

It is most probably the only truly useful im 
ment which ae be ecead a Shake. rivers. Tn the 
Missouri its advantages are very evident, for it is 
found that on passing the snagboat, operating about 
two hundred miles above the mouth. of the river, the 
difference in the navigation is very perceptible, 

But, with all the improvements which can be made, 
those rivers will still remain exposed to the droughts 
of summer, and some of them are liable to be closed 
by the ice of winter, which together int the 
navigation for a considerable portion of the year. By 
taking advantage of the spring floods, however, to 
forward the annual stock of supplies, no serious in- 
convenience has thus far been experienced, nor is it 
believed that, with the observance of the same precau- 
tions, any embarrassment need be saprehailan for 
the future—especially as the surplus productions of 
the border settlements, which are rapidly increasing 
every year, will become available, not merely in the 
contingency of a non-arrival of the regular supply, 
but for the ordi works of the posts 

But as it would not be altogether prudent to rely 
exclusively-upon a precarious navigation and the bor- 
der resources, especially in time of war, when our 
wants would be ly increased, it is ubt 
proper to look to communications by land, whic 
might be resorted to in case of need. It is believed, 
however, that this would not involve the opening of 
many new roads. In most cases the repair of those 
alrgaii auasiened would be quite sufficient. 

-We have already a military road from Natchitoches, 





ame place towards the Sabine, which has been used, 


ee Red _river,. to cei Towson; and one from the: 
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for many years, for the supply of Fort Jesup, midway 
between the two rivers. 

There is also a military road, opened at very con- 
siderable expense, from the _—— river, oppo- 
site to Memphis, in Tennessee, to Little Rock; from 
which place. it was continued, chiefly by the labor of 
the troops, to Fort Gibson, passing, of course, by Fort 
Smith. These two roads establish a great central line 
of communication by Iand, from a point on the Missis- 
sippi, abounding in resources of men and supplies, to 
our remotest frontier post. There are besides, several 
important interesting roads on this great line. 

‘© the south of the Arkansas, a military road, open- 
ed by the United States some years since, branches off 
at Little Rock and leads to Washington, near the Red 
river, where it intersects the road from Natchitoches 
to Fort Towson. ‘This is considered an important 
road, leading, ‘as it does, from the Arkansas across to 
Red river, by a short ‘and eligible route ; and it be- 
comes the more so, since the frontier road, lately 
opened under the law of 1836, runs far beyond the 
boundary, through the Indian country, and is wholly | 
unfit for a line of communication -in time of war.) 
This is clearly the route by which the upper Red'| 
river ‘country should be reinforced, especially in sea- 
sons of drought, when the approach by Red river it- 
self becomes impracticable. ‘The Arkansas is rarely 
so low that boats cannot ascend as high as Little 
Rock; but, should this be the case, the Memphis 
road will be available, and, marching by that route to 
Little Rock, the reinforcements may here be thrown 
out to the left towards Fort Towson, to the right to 
Fert*Wayne or Spring river, or forward to Fort Gib- 


—— 
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would complete the Jand communication with the 
post proposed to be established on the Kansas, which 
will probably be at or near the forks of that river. 

Along the valley of the Gasconade river, there is a 
road leading from the Missouri to the southwest cor- 
ner of the State, in the direction of the new post pro- 
posed on Spring river; and from Boonville, on the 
Missouri, a place of great resources‘in the way of pro- 
visions, there is a road leading to the southwest, cross- 
ng the Osage, and extending in the direction of the 
Marais de Cygne. These are the common roads of 
the country, but will answer for the movement of 
troops, and for all the purposes of ordinary eommuni- 
cations. The great facility with which that region 
may be traversed, is illustrated by the Santa Fe trade, 
which, extensive as it is, passes over a trail of many 
hundred miles, on which little or no labor has ever 
been applied. 

The objects most deserving attention are the rivers 
which have been enumerated. These should’ be im- 
proved as early as practicable, giving precedence to 
those of the most relative importance, the navigation 
of which is most seriously obstructed. They might 
be placed in the following order : 


. The Red river. 
. The Arkansas and the Neosho. 
. The Osage. 
. The Kansas. 
. The Missouri. 
The roads which deserve our attention may be class» 
ed as follows: 


1. New road from the Arkansas -river—say at Mor- 


or WN 





son and Fort Smith. 
A military road was also opened by the United 
States, some years since, from Little Rock by way of 


Jackson, to the southern boundary of the State of'| 


Missouri, where it united with a common road leading 
.to-St. Louis. From Jackson there is a branch which 
leads to Fayetteville, in the immediate vicinity of 
Fort Wayne, on the Illinois; and there is: also, it is 
believed, a branch from Batesville to the Arkansas 
river, above Little’-Rock. ‘These are State or county 
roads. Those opened by the United States are de- 
nominated military roads. 

It is presumed that, if the latter and some few 
the former were repaired, they would be sufficient, or 
nearly so, for all our wants on that part of the frontier. 
The only new road that I weuld recommend, is a short 
one from the Arkansas river to Fort Wayne, branch- 
ing off from the Fort Gibson road between Little Rock 
and Fort Smith—say at Morrison’s bluff, or Ozark— 


of 


if the character of the intermediate country will! admit | 


a route from that point. A good road here is indis- 
pensable, as Fort Wayne must draw all its supplies, 
that cannot be'obtained from the border settlements, 
by Jand from the Arkansas. 

‘With respect to the repair of the old roads, it would 
not be expedient, it is thought, to incur much expense 
in the attempt to give them what would be called a 
complete finish. It would be enough to make them 
passable, and to re-establish the bridges or ferries over 
the streams that intersect theirroutes. Troops would 
thus be enabled to move upon them with tolerable fa- 
cility. The contingency of their being required for 
the use of our supply trains is regarded as barely pos- 
sible. With ordinary forecast and arrangement, the 
necessity for resorting to land transportation for sup- 
plies from the Mississippi to the western frontier can 
scarcely ever occur. 

There are several roads leading from St. Louis to 
the western frontier: one on the north of the Missouri 
river to Liberty, one on the south to Independence. 


On both of these routes there are established lines of 


stages, which run regularly. From Independence the 
Santa Fe road branches off, and runs, for a considera- 
ble distahce, nearly parallel with the course of the 
Kansas. A newroad, not exceeding sixty or seven 

miles in length, connecting with the Santa Fe trail, 


rison’s bluff, er Ozark, to Fort Wayne, via Fayette- 


rille. 
| 2. Repair ofthe road from Memphis to Little Rock, 
; and thence to Fort Gibson. 


3. Repair of that from Little Rock to Washington, 


;and thence to Fort Towson. 


7 4. Repair of that from Natchitoches to Washing- 
| ton. 


5. Repair of that from Little Rock towards - St. 
Louis, via Jackson. 

To what extent these roads re 
known to the department. Some of them may now be 
Suflicienty good for present purposes, and they should 
always be kept in a passable condition. They would 
|most probably, ih the event of active operations in 
| that quarter, require to be put in repair again, before 

they could be available for military purposes. 

The accompanying extract from -a report of the 
Quartermaster General (No. 2) contains some further 
information on these subjects, and furnishes the in- 
formation required in respect to the forts erected, and 
their location. It will be seen that he recommends 
thata road be made from Fort Smith to Fort Wayne; 
but this department. regards the route designated by 
the law of 1836 as not being such as would secure the 
advantages of easy and safe communication between 
those posts. Tobe useful, the road should run within 
the State of Arkansas; and it is confidently believed 
that the road recommended to branch from the 
cna at per a! oe bluff, will secure, with 
most certainty and advantage, the trans j 
su — to Fort Wayne. . , eae 

e number of troops at each of the posts be 
the Gulf of Mexico a the southwest looms of Mis 
souri fs specified in the accompanying statement of 
the Adjutant General of the army, (No. 3;) and the 
information required respecting the Indian tribes im- 
mediately west of the States-of Missouri and Arkan- 
sas, the number of warriors belonging to each, &e:, 
will be found in the report and statements of the Com- 
pred of Indian Affairs, herewith transmitted, 
ogy. * 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, z 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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No. 1. 
Wasuincron, March 14, 1840. 

Str: The board of officers especially directed, by 
your letter of the 15th of November last, to take into 
‘consideration the resolution of the Senate of the 2d of 
March, 1839, in relation to the military and naval de. 
fences of the country, have the honor to report in part ; 
confining their observations, at Pocus to the west- 
ern frontier, extending, as defined by the terms of the 
resolution, from the Sabine bay to Lake Superior, a 
distance of about eighteen hundred miles. 

REPORT. af 

The principles which should govern in fortifying 
the seaboard are not considered applicable to our in- 
land frontiers, which will very rarely be found to call 
for regular fortifications. Hence, in relation to that 

ortion of the frontier now under consideration, the 

uty of the board will be performed by indicating the 
military positions or stations which should, in their 
opinion, be eccupied by troops, in order to accom- 
plish the objects in view, and.in presenting estimates 
‘of the probable cost of constructing the necessary bar- 
racks, quarters, and storehouses, combined with such 
works of defence as circumstances may appear to re- 
quire to insure their protection against the-attacks to 
which they may be exposed. 

The want of personal knowledge, on the part of the 
board, of our extensive western frontier, and the very 
limited surveys which have been made in that quar- 
ter, have somewhat embarrassed them in the selection 
of positions; but they desire to be understood as 
merely designating places in a geographical sense, 
leaving the particular sites on which the works should 
be erected to be determined hereafter by minute ex- 
aminations of the country at and around those posi- 
tions, which become the more important inasmuch as 
the original locations of some of the places that will 
be recommended to be retained have been considered 

aulty. 

7 The southern section of this frontier, extending 
from the Sabine bay to the Red river, borders all the 
way on Texas, and has, it is believed, little or noth- 
ing to apprehend from Indian aggressions. The Ca- 
manches, the only tribe of any power in that quarter, 
are represented as gradually receding to the west- 
ward.; and the progress of the Texan settlements will 
tend to push them farther from ow: border. But our 
relations with the Texan republic, however amicable 
they may be at present, would seem to require that 
some military force should be stationed on or near 
the boundary line; and the board, therefore, recom- 
mend the establishment of two small posts on’ the Sa- 
bine river, suppressing Fort Jesup, which is consid- 
ered too far within the frontier, or retaining it merely 
as a healthy cantonment. 

As these would be posts of observation, having re- 
ference to national police more than to military de- 
fence, they ought to be established on the river, where 
the principal roads cross it; by which we should be 
enabled to supervise the chief intercourse with our 
neighbors by land, and, at the saine time, control the 
navigation of the Sabine. The points where the Ope- 
lousas and Natchitoches roads, leading to Texas, strike 
the river, are therefore recommended as the positions 
which should be occupied, and at which barracks for 
two or three companies, defended by light works, 
should be constructed. 

The middle section, which extends from the Red 
river to the Missouri, is by far the most important por- 
tion of the whole of our western frontier. It is along 
this line that the numerous tribes of Indians who have 
emigrated from the east have been located, thus ad- 
ding to the indigenous force already in that region an 
immense mass of emigrants; some of whom have 
been sent thither, by coercion, with sinothered feel. 
ings of hostility rankling in their bosoms, which, pro- 
bably, waits but for an occasion to burst forth in all 











its savage fury. These considerations, alone, would 
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seem to call for strong precautionary measures ; but an 
additional motive will be found in our peculiar rela- 
tions with those Indians. 

We are bound, by solemn treaty stipulations, to in- 
terpose force, if necessary, to prevent domestic strife 
among them, to preserve peace between the several 
tribes, and to protect them against any disturbances 
at their new homes by the wild Indians who inhabit 
the country beyond. The Government has thus cons 
tracted the twofold obligation of intervention among, 
and protection of, the emigrant tribes, in addition to 
the duty which it owes to its own citizens of provid+ 
ing for their safety. 

It appears to the board that this obligation ¢an only 
be properly fulfilled by maintaining advanced posi- 
tions in the Indian country with an adequate restrain- 
ing military force; and that the duty of protecting out 
own citizens will be best discharged by establishin 
an interior line of posts along the western border o 
the State of Arkansas and Missouri, as auxiliaries to 
the advanced positions, and to restrain the intercourse 
between the whites and the Indians, and’ serve as 
rallying ‘points for the neighboring militia in times of 
alarm. 

With these views they would recommend the mains 
tenance of Fort Towson, on Red river, and Fort Gib- 
son, on the Arkansas, and the establishment of a post 
at the head of navigation on the Kansas, and one at 
Table creek, on the Missouri, below the mouth of the 
Big Platte, as constituting the advanced positions on 
this portion of the frontier. 

For the secondary line, intended for the protection 
of the border settlements, the board would adopt the 
positions which have been selected by a commission 
of experienced officers, along the western boundary 
of Arkansas and Missouri, at some of which, it is un- 
derstood, works are already in progress, namely: Fort 
Smith, on the Arkansas river; Fort Wayne, on the 
Illinois; Spring river; and Marais de Cygne: termi- 
nating, to the north, at Fort Leavenworth, on the 
Missouri.” They would also recommend the estab- 
lishment of one or two intermediate posts between 
the Arkansas and Red rivers, if, on further examina- 
tion of the country, suitable positions can be selected 
near the State line. It is not deemed advisable to es- 
tablish those posts on the route of the road lately sur» 
veyed, which, especially the southern portion, is con- 
sidered too far in advance of the border settlements to 
accomplish the object in view ; butif eligible positions 
cannot be found along the line, then a post on the 
road wheve it crosses the Poteau river, which is not 
very remote from the settlements, might have a salu- 
tary influence. / . ; % 

On the northern portion of this frontier, extendin 
from the Missouri river to Lake Superior, the bo 
would recommend the establishment of a post near 
the upper forks of the Des Moines river, the mainte- 
nance of Fort Snelling on the Mississippi, and the ul- 
timate establishment of a post at the western extre- 
mity of Lake Superior. The last is suggested with 
some qualification, for want of the necessary informa- 
tion by which to determine the channel of communi- 
cation to that remote position. Whether it shall be 
through Lake Superior, or by the Mississippi and its 
tributaries, it would, in either case, be difficult in 
peace, ard next to impracticable in time of war. As 
the position has, however, important geographical re- 
lations, and would enable us to extend our influence 
and control over the Indians within our territory, and 
afford protection to our traders in that remote région, 
it world seem to be worthy of early occupation, if its 
maintenance can be rendered secure—a point which 
can only be determined by a careful examination of 
the country. , 

It is, nevertheless, recommended to retain Fort 
Crawford, at Prairie du Chien; Fort Winnebago, at 
the portage of the Fox and Wiskonsin rivers ; and 
Fort Howard, at Green bay. These posts are deem- 
ed necessary to protect that portion of our frontier, 
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while, at the same fime, they serve to cover an impor- 
tant line of intercommunication between the northern 
lakes and the western waters. 

It has not been thought expedient to, continue the 
interior line of defence suggested for ihe middle sec- 
tion of this frontier, across from the Missouri to the 
Mississippi river. Our Indian relations in that quar- 
ter assume a different aspect. There is no great 
guaranty of perpetual occupation of that country by 

e tribes who now inhabit it ; nor can it be doubted 
that they will ultimately be pushec, by the advance of 
our population, to the west of the Missouri river. 
Under those circumstances, it is believed that the in- 
termediate post recommended to be established on the 
Des Moines river, co-operating with the posts on the 
Missouri, and those on the Upper Mississippi, will 
afford adequate peeesron to the border pee wot 
againat any attacks to which they are likely to be ex- 

sed. 

The board have not felt called upon, by the terms 
ol the resolution under which they act, to project a 

lan of operations for the western frontier; nor to go 
into an estimate of the military force that will be re- 
uired there, farther than was necessary to determine 

e extent of accommodations to be erected, and the 
expense which these willinvolve. They would, how- 
ever, observe, that the positions which have been de- 
signated will not, of themselves, have the desired in- 
fluence in restraining the Indian tribes and protecting 
our border settlements, without the aid of a respect- 
able force, of which a full proportion should be mount- 
ed, and held disposable, at all times, for active service 
in the field. To effect this, the works should be so 
constructed, that, while they will afford adequate ac- 
commodations for all the troops when they are not ac- 
tively employed, their defence may be safely intrust- 
ed to a small force. With these precautionary mea- 
sures, and the co-operation of small but effective 
reserves posted within sustaining distance of the seve- 
ral sections of the frontier, it is believed that peace 
may be preserved, and the first onset of war met, until 
the militia of the neighboring country could be im- 
bodied and brought into the field. 

It only remains to recapitulate the positions which 
have been recommended to be occupied, apportion the 
requisite force, and present a conjectural estimate of 
the cost of erecting the accommodations and defences 
deemed necessary at each. 

1. For quarters for 100 men at the post 

on the Sabine where the Opelousas 

road crosses that river, including 
defences - - - - 
. For quarters for 100 men at the post 
on the Sabine where the Natchito- 
ches road crosses,including defences 
. For permanent quarters and other ac- 
commodations for 500 men at Fort 
Towson, including defences - - 
. For permanent quarters and other ac- 
commodations for 1,000 men at Fort 
Gibson, including defences - - 
. For quarters for 300 men at the post 
on the Kansas river, including de- 

_ fentes - - - - - - 
. For quarters and other accommoda- 

tions for 500 men at the post at Ta- 
ble creek, near the mouth of the 
Platte, on the Missouri, including 
defences - - - =- «+ 
- For quarters and other accommoda- 
tions for 400 men at the post on the 
Des Moines river,including detences 
. For the enlargement and repair of 
Fort Snelling, to fit it for the ac- 
commodation of 300 men, includ- 
ing defences - - - - 
. For quarters for 400 men at the post 
at the western extremity of Lake 
Superior, including defences - 


$20,000 
_20,000 
100,600 
180,000 


60,000 
75,000 
60,000 


30,000 


50,000 





- Interior Line. 

For quarters for 200 men at the post 
between the Red and Arkansas riv- 
ers, including defences | - > 

For completing quarters and other ac- 
commodations for 200 men at Fort 
Smith, including defences - - 

For completing quarters and other ac- 
commodations for 200 men at Fort 
Wayne, including defences - - 

For quarters and other accommoda- 
tions for 200 men at the post at 
Spring river, including defences - 

For quarters and other accommoda- 
tions for 200 men at the post at Ma- 
rais de Cygne, including defences 

. For completing quarters and other ae- 

commodations in progress for. 400 
men at Fort Leavenworth, includ- 
- ing defences - ©. tt Seal? 


10. 


50,000 
11. 


50,000 
12. 


50,000 
13. 


50,000 
14. 


50,000 


50,000 


Total for western frontier - $895,000 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
JOS. G. TOTTEN, 
Col. Engineers. 
S. THAYER, 
Lieut. Col. Engineers, Bt. Col. 
T. CROSS, 
Col. & Assistant Quartermaster ‘General. 
G. TALCOTT, 
Lieut. Col. Ordnance. 
Hon. J. R. Poinserr, 
Secretary of War. 


No, 2. 
Extract from a report of T. 8. Jesup, Q. M. G. 


“In compliance with your order, directing a report, 
under a resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the 24th ultimo, as to what forts have been erected on 
the western frontier, from the Gulf of Mexico to the 
southwest corner of the State of Missouri ; their loca- 
tion on or near said frontier; what roads connecting 
with -or leading to the posts on the frontier of Arkan- 
sas have been constructed, are in progress, or would 
be useful, from the interior of said State or the Mis- 
sissippi river, on its eastern boundary ; whether there 
be any navigable, and what, rivers leading to, and im- 
mediately connected with, the defence of said frontier ; 
and what would be the probable cost of the construc- 
tion and completion of the roads, the improvement of 
the navigation of rivers, respectively, deemed mate- 
rial to- carry into effect the said plan of defence: I 
have the honor to report that, commencing at the 
south extremity of the line of frontier referred to in 
the resolution, Fort Jesup has been established about 
24 miles west of Natchitoches ; Fort Towson near the 
mouth of Kiamichi, on Red river, 320 miles north of 
Fort Jesup; a site has been selected at old Fort Smith, 
on the Arkansas, near the western extremity of the 
State of Arkansas, and the work commenced. A work 
(Fort Wayne) has also been commenced on the Illi- 
nois, a small tributary of the Arkansas, 60 miles north 
of Fort Smith; and Fort Gibson, almost in ruins, is 
about 40 miles northwest of Fort Smith. There is a 
common frontier road between Natchitoches and Fort 
Towson, a.good road between the latter place and 
Fort Smith, and a road from Fort Smith to Fort Gib- 
son. It is necessary to the defence of the frontier 
that a s goad road be constructed from Fort Smith te 
Fort Wayne ; that the Memphis road. be completed 
in the best manner, and extended to Fort Smith; 
that roads be opened from the interior of Missouri, 
from the White-water settlements, as well as the 
southwestern frontier of Arkansas, to suitable points 
on the frontier. 

“The Osage, White, Arkansas, (and its northern 
branch Neosho,) Washitaw, and Red rivers, might all 
be advantageously used in the defence of the frontier ; 
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-ing them, of repairing those already opened, and re- 
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and, for that purpose, it:is important that the obstruc- 
tiens to the navigation ef them be removed. 

«The number of new roads required, their direc- 
tion and termini, as well as the expense of construct- 


moving the obstructions to the navigation of the 
rivers, cannot be determined with even an. approxi- 
mation to accuracy, without a careful reconnoissance 
of the country and a survey of the roads and rivers. 

**As to the Indian force on the line of frontier im- 
mediately west of the State of Arkansas, I estimate it 
at twenty thousand warriors. I sent more than five 
thousand Creek and Seminole warriors to that fron- 
tier. The Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Cherokees, have 
among them at least ten thousand more; and the in- 
digenous tribes near five thousand. On this subject, 
however, the Indian Department can furnish informa- 
tion more correct and more in detail.” 

No. 3. 
ApsJUTANT GENERAL’s OFFICE, 


Washington, March 19, 1840. 


Slatement showing the “number of troops”? stationed at 
each of the posts on the western frontier, between the 
Gulf of Mexico and the southwestern corner of Mis- 
sourt ; madé up from the latest returns, and informa- 
tion received at the Adjutant General’s Office. 

















Names of forts. Situation. (Strength of garri- 
son. 
Fort Jesup - - Louisiana - | 112 
Fort Smi - Arkansas - 327 
Fort Gibson - : : 500 
Fort Wayne - Do. Mt 335 
Fort Towson - Do. - 377 
1,651 





Norre.—Three companies of dragoons (179) be- 
longing to the Fort Leavenworth garrison are serving 
temporarily at Fort Gibson. 

. Respectfully submitted : 
E. SCHRIVER, 
Asst. Adj’t Gen’l. 

Hon. SEcRETARY oF War. 


Accompanying this report is a letter from the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs, from which we copy the 
following 


RECAPITULATION. 

Estimated number of warriors belonging to 

tribes removed by Government west of 

Missouri and Arkansas - : - - 16,310 
Estimated number of warriors belonging to : 

indigenous tribes located immediately west 

of the said States - - - - - 1,544 
Estimated number of warriors of indigenous 

tribes within striking distance of the west- 

ern frontier - - - - - - 43,385 


61,239 





UNITED STATES SENATE. 
Wepnespay, April 1, 1840. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
message from the President of the United States, 
in compliance with a resolution of the 12th March, 
covering the following report from the Secretary of 
War, in relation to the military and naval preparations 
on our northern frontier. 


‘War DepaARTMENT, March 27, 1840.’ 


Str: The resolution of the Senate of the 12th inst. | p 


———__- | 


to communicate to the Senate, if in his judgment 
compatible with the public interest, any information 
which may be in the possession of the Government, 
or which can be conveniently obtained, of the -mili- 
tary and naval preparations of the British authorities 
on the northern frontier of the United States, from 
Lake Superior to the Atlantic ocean: designati 
the permanent from the temporary and field works, 
and particwarly by noting those which are within the 
claimed limits of the United States;” having been 
referred by you to this department, it was immediate] 
referred to Major General Scott, and other officers 
who have been stationed on the frontier referred to, 
for such information on the subject as they possessed, 
and could readily procure; and an examination is 
now in progress for such as may be contained in the 
files of this department. Gen. Scott is the on 
officer yet heard from; and a copy of his report is 
herewith submitted, together with a copy of that to 
which he refers, made upon the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 9th inst. As soon as 
the other officers who have been called upon are 
heard from, and the examination of the files of the 
department is completed, any farther information 
which may be thus acquired will be immediately laid 
before you. Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT, 

To the PresipEnT of the United States. 





HEAD-QUARTERS, EASTERN DIVISION, 
Elizabethtown, N. J. March 23, 1840. 

Sir: I have received from your office copies of 
two resolutions passed, respectively, the 12th and 9th. 
inst., one by the Senate and the other by the House 
of Representatives ; and-I am asked for “ any infor- 
mation on the subject of both or either of the resolu- 
tions that may be in [my] possession.” 

In respect to the naval foree recently maintained 
upen the American lakes by Great Britain, I have 
just had the honor to report to ihe Secretary of War, 
by whom the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives ( of the 9th inst.) was directly referred to me, 

I now confine myself to the Senate’s resolution res- 

ecting “ military [I omit naval] preparations of the 
British authorities on the northern frontiers of the 
United States, from Lake Superior to the Atlanti¢ 
ocean, distinguishing the permanent from the tempo- 
rary and field works, and particularly noting those 
which are within the claimed limits of the U. States.” 

I will here remark that, however well my duties 
have made me acquainted with the greater pert of the 
line in question, have paid but slight attention to 
the forts and barracks erected py the British authori- 
ties near the borders of Maine above Frederickton, in 
New Brunswick, or in Upper Canada, above Cornwall, 
being of the fixed opinion (which need not here be 
developed ) that all such structures would be of little 
or no military value to either of the parties in the 
event of a new war between the United States and 
Great Britain. 

I was last summer at the foot of Lake Superior, 
and neither saw nor heard of any British fort or bar- 
rack on the St. Mary’s river, the outlet of that lake. 

Between Lakes Huron and Erie the British | have 
three sets of barracks: one at Windsor, opposite to 
Detroit, one at Sandwich, a little lower down, and the 
third at Malden, eighteen miles from the first, all 
built of sawed logs, strengthened by block-houses, 
loop-holes, &c. alden has long been a military 
post, with slight defences. These have been recently 
strengthened. The works at Sandwich and Windsor 
have also, I think, been ereeted within the last six or 

ight months. ce 
: ear the mouth of the Niagara the British have 
two small forts, George and Messisanga. Both exist- 
ed during the last war. The latter may be termed a 
ermanent work. Slight barracks have been erected 





** That the President of the United States be requested 


within the last two years on the same side, near the 
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falls and at Chi ypewa, with breastworks at the latter 
place ; but coieen I believe, above the works first 
named, on the Niagara, which can be termed a fort. 

Since the commencement of recent troubles in the 
Canadas, (and consequent thereupon,) within our lim- 
its, Fort William Henry, at Kingston, and Fort Wel- 
lington, opposite Ogdensburg, (olf works, ) have both 
been strengthened within themselves, besides the 
addition of ceoendinnian. These forts may be called 
permanent. ; ; 

On the St. Lawrence, below Prescott, and confront- 
ing our territory, I know of no other military post. 
Twelve miles above, at Brockville, there may be 
temporary barracks and breastworks. I know that, 
ef late, Brockville has been a military station. 

In the system of defences on the approaches to 
Montreal, the Isle Juz Noix, a few miles below our 
line, and in the outlet of Lake Champlain, stands at 
the head. This island contains within itself a system 
of permanent works of great strength. On them the 
British Government has, from time to-time since the 

eace of 1815, expended much skill and labor. 





colonial authorities of the conventional arrangement 
between the two countries, as to the extent of naval 
armaments upon the lakes. 

In the autumn of the past year the Secretary of 
State made known verbally to Mr. Fox that, the 
causes assigned in his note no longer existing, the 
President expected that the British armament upon 
the lakes would be placed upon the footing prescribed 
by the convention. Mr. Fox engaged to communi- 
cate without delay to his Government the substance 
of the conversation between them ; and expressed his 
own convietion that, if the winter then ensuing pass- 
ed without renewed attempts to disturb the tranquil- 
lity of the Canadas, there could be no sufficient 
motive for either Government maintaining a force 
beyond that authorized by the convention of 1817. 

All of which is repectfally submitted. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
To the PrestpentT of the U. S. 





* WasHINGTON, November 25, 1838. 
Str: Lam informed by her Majesty’s authorities 


Odletown, near our line, on the western side of|in Upper and Lower Canada, that, in consequence of 
Lake Champlain, has been a station for a body of| the unlawful and piratical acts of hostility to which 


Canadian militia for two years, to guard the neigh- 
borhood from refugee incendiaries from our side. I 
think that barracks have been erected there for the 
accommodation of those troops, and also at a station, 
with the like object, near Alhurgh, in Vermont. 

It is believed that there are no important British 
forts or extensive British barracks on our borders, 
from, Vermont to Maine. 

In respect to such structures on the disputed terri- 


tory» Goy. Fairfield’s published letters contain fuller 
info 


those provinces are at present exposed, it has been 
found necessary to equip, under the British flag, a 
more extensive naval armament upon the lakes and 
rivers which inelude the boundary line between the 
British and American. possessions than either Govern- 
ment would be authorized to maintain according to 
the stipulations of the convention of 1817. 

I certainly do not apprehend that any objection 
against this proceeding is likely to be raised. en the 
part of the Government of the United States. But 


rmation than has reached me through any other} in order to prevent the possibility of missapprehen- 
ehannel. I have heard of no new military prepara-| sion in any quarter, I think it expedient distinetly to 
tions by the British authorities on the St. Croix, or | assure you that the armament is equipped for the sole 


Passamaquoddy Bay. 


purpose, as above expressed, of guarding her Majes-. 


Among such preparations, perhaps I ought not to | ty’s provinces against a manifest and acknowledged 
omit the fact that Great Britain, besides numerous | danger; and that it will be discontinued at the ear- 


corps of well organized and well instructed militia, | liest possible period after the causes which now cre- 


has, at this time, within her North American provin- 
ees, more than 20,000 of her best regular’ troops. 
The whole of those forces might be brought to the 


verge of our territory in afew days. ‘Two-thirds of} vant, 
that regular force has arrived out since the spring of 


1838. I remain, sir, with great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 


_ WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Brig. Gen. R. Jones, Adjutant General U. 8. A. 


WASHINGTON, March 28, 18.40. 
%o.the House of Representatives: 


I communicate to the House of Representatives, in 
compliance with their resolution of the 9th inst. re- 
ports from the Secretaries of State and War, with 


documents which contain mformation on the subjec 
of that resolution. 
DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 
Washington, March 88, 1840. 


The Secretary of State, to whom has been referred 
a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
9th inst.,. requesting the Presideut to communicate 
to that body ‘‘if compatible with the public service, 


whether the Government of Great Britain have ex 


ate that danger shall have ceased to exist. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect and con-. 
sideration, sir, your most obedient and humble ser- 


H. 8. FOX. 
The Hon. JoHn Forsytn, &c. 


War DEPARTMENT, March 27, 1840.. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of a copy of the-resolution of the House of Represen- 
tatives of the 9th inst., referred to this department by 
your directions, with instructions to report any “spe- 
cific information in possession of the War Depart- 
ment relative to the present British naval armament 
[on the lakes, and the periods when the increase of 
force beyond the stipulations of the convention of 














rie BORER t| 1817 were severally made on different points of the 


lake frontier.’” 

The resolution was immediately referred to Major 
General Scott, and other officers who have been serv- 
ing on the lake frontier, for any information in their 
possession, or in their power immediately te. precure 
upon the subject, and search is making for such as 
may be on the files of the department. 

I now enclose for your information a copy of the 
-| report of General Scott, who is the only officer yet 








arent to the. Government of the United States a} heard from. As soon as reports are received from, 
esire to annul the arrangements entered into_be- | the other officers called upon, and the examination of 


tween the two Gcvernments in the month of April; | the files of the de 
1817, respecting the naval force to be maintained 


e department is completed, any addi- 
tional information which may be thus procured will 


upon the American lakes, and that, if said arrange-| be immediately laid before you. 


ment be not annulled, whether there has been an 
violation of the same by the authorities of Great Bri 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


C ? J. R. POINS : 
tain,” has the honor to report to the President a copy mae 


of the only communication on file in this Department 
ect to which this resolution refers. Prior 


on the. su 
to the date of that communication the Secretary o 


State, in an interview invited for that purpose, called 


Mx. Fox’s attention to the disregard by her Majesty’s 


To.the PresipEnT of the United States. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, EASTERN DIVISION, 
, Elizabethtown, N. J. March 23, 1840. 
Sir: I have the honer to acknowledge your letter 
of the 16th inst. covering a resolution of the House of 
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Representatives of the 9th, referred from the Depart- 
ment of State to the Department of War, inquiring 
‘* whether the Government of Great Britain [has] 
expressed to the Government of the United States a 
desire to annul the arrangement entered into between 
the two Governments in the month of April, 1817, 
respecting the naval force to be maintained upon. the 
American lakes; and that if said arrangement be not 
annulled, whether there has been any violation of the 
same by the authorities of Great Briiain. 

_ Confining myself to the latter clause of the resolu- 
tion, which I have underscored, and which you have 
referred to me, I report the facts within my knowl- 
edge connected with that inquiry, premising that I 
have not had time to verify my own impressions by 
those of more than one officer [Col. Worth] who has 
ag | held a command under me on the frontiers | 
of the British North Amerivan provinces. 

f do not know, nor do I believe, that the British 
authorities have had a single armed vessel of any 
description on the lakes, above Detroit, in many years. 
But in the summer and autumn of 1838, whilst I was 
absent to the south, I understood from our officers, on | 
my return, that the authorities in Upper Canada had 
employed one or more armed steamers, hired for the 
purpose, and manned with a certain number of troops, 
to cruise on Lake Erie against apprehended invasions 
from our side on the part of the people called Cana- 
dian patriots.. 

The season of 1839 having been a tranquil one, I 
= not hear of a single armed British’vessel on that 

e. 
In the month of January, 1838, at the time there 





was a considerable number of those patriots in pos- 
session of Navy Island, in the Niagara river, seeking | 
to make a descent on the opposite Canadian shore, | 
the British authorities hired two or three lake craft | 
(schooners ) and armed and manned them for the | 

urpose of frustrating that threatened invasion ; but 
it is believed that those vessels were never on Lake 
Erie whilst so armed and manned, and that they were 
discharged as soon as that particular danger had 
passed away. 

Down to the burning of the British merchant 
steamer, the Sir Robert Peel, on the St. Lawrence, 
in 1838, I cannot learn that the authorities of the 
Canadas had any armed vessel of any sort in activity, 
(whatever they might have had laid up in port.) either 
on Lake Ontario or on the river St. Lawrence; but 
after that event, and up to the close of navigation in 
1838, I learn from Col. Worth, who returned from the 
Cherokee cuuntry to the Canadian frontier several 
months before my return, that those authorities had 
employed several hired steamers, besides barges, all 
armed and manned, cruising against parties of the 
same patriots, principally on the St. Lawrence, and 
confined to their own waters. 

During the past season, (of 1839,) and up to the 
elose of navigation, two steamers, (owned or hired 
by the British authorities,) one schooner, and a num- 
ber of barges, were in like manner employed on the 
same lake ard river, as a security against an appre- 
hended renewal of the troubles of the preceding year. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, 

Your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hon. J. R. Pornsett, Secretary of War. 

On motion of Mr. Cusutng, the said message and 

documents were referred to the Committe on Foreign 





Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 





ee 
ARMY, NAVY, AND MARINE UNIFORMS. 


JOHN SMITH, (late of West Point,) would respectfully in- 
form the officers of the army and navy, that he is now enabled 





- to furnish to the different corps their uniform complete, all made 


of the best materials, and forwarded with despatch. 
To prevent errors, the Legislature of New York has authorized 

him to ch his name to Joun S. FRASER; therefore all letters 

hereafter will be addressed to JOHN S. FRASER, 
March 5—tf 168 Peurl street, New York 


RN 


‘rom the Eastport Sentinel, Aprii 1. 

Tue U.S. Currer ALEert, aGatn.—The impor- 
tant services rendered by this vessel to the mercantile 
community, and the disposition of her officers to be 
useful and energetic in relieving the distressed, is 
again the subject of remark, 

The Cutter Alert sailed from here a week since, 
under the command of her first lieutenant, JoserxH 
Noyes. Capt. Nones being at this time indisposed, 
remained on shore, but directing the movements of 
the cutter. 

The Alert had previously experienced bad weather, 
&c., notwithstanding which, on the report of a wreck- 


ed vessel reaching her officers, the wypacne = A 
nds 


underweigh in pursuit, and found at the Cross fs 

the British brig Repeal, O’Hara master, of and from 

St. John, N. B., bound to Ireland, with a cargo of 
deals. Lieut. Noyes, with another officer and such 

of the crew as could be spared, repaired on board the 

wreck, stripped her, and saved every article they 

cou!d, thereby rendering all the assistance in their 

power. It is therefore with much pleasure that we 

notice from time to time the services rendered by this 

vessel to the distressed and unfortunate thrown upon | 
our coast; and we sincerely trust that the energetic 

conduct of her officers and crew will be duly appre- 

ciated by all, and it is with much pleasure we avail 

ourselves of this opportunity to present their useful- 


ness to the public. A FRIEND TO MERIT. 


From. the Eastport Sentinel, April 8: 


CapTAIn Nones, oF THE U.S. cuTTrerR ALERT 
—We noticed in our last, the arrival of the cutter un- 
der her Ist Lieutenant, at this port, from the wreck. 
ofa British brig on our coast. Three days after that 
time, intelligence reached her of a ship on shore at 
Prown’s island, Moose Peca, and Capt. Nones though 
sick, (and against the wish of his physician) went on 
board the cutter, and got immediately under way to, 
the relief of the distressed. On reaching the wreck, 
she proved to be the British ship Maitland, Captain 
Allanby, of and for St. John’s, from Liverpool. Eve 
assistance that humanity could dictate, was offere 
by the officers of the cutter. The ship is a total loss, 
and we are sorry to state that the mate and two boys 
were washed overboard and drowned, when the ship 
first went on shore, (Tuesday, March 31st.) We are 
pleased again to notice the prompt and energetic con- 
duct of Captain Nones ant his officers, and are fully 
convinced that their services will be duly appreciated 
by our neighbors of the provinces. 


A CARD. 

Easport, March 7, 1840. 

GENTLEMEN: Allow me, in behalf of the master of 
the ship Maitland of St. John, to return you my sin- 
cere thanks for the kindness and assistance rendered, 
him while in distress. 

And likewise for the ready assistance you have at 
all times given to British vessels when in distress, 
since you have been stationed in this quarter. 

Accept, gentlemen, my best wishes, &c. 

CHARLES D. SHERWOOD, 
H. B. M. Vice Consul, Eastport. 
To H. B. Nones, and officers of the 

U. S. Revenue schooner Alert. 








Coorer’s NAVAL HISTORY.—We are pleased: ta, 
see by Messrs. Lea & Blanchard’s advertisement, that 
Cooper’s Naval History has already gone to a setond 
edition within a twelvemonth. The first, which was 
a large one, has had the demand it so well deserved, 
and we congratulate the author and publishers on its 
success. The new edition is beautifully printed, and 
is improved in various ways. A full index is sup- 

lied, which makes a valuable acquisition to a work 
ikely to be so frequently referred to.—United States 
Gazette. . 
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WASHINGTON CITY, 
"THURSDAY, a ctladic APRIL 23, 1840. 





To Reapers anp Corresronnents.—Several selected 
articles, intended for the present number, are unavoida- 
bly crowded out, to make room for original contribu- 
tions which are always acceptable, and some miscella- 
neous selections left over from last week. © 

“FF. R.D.” on the American Bottom, and “ A visit 
to Sam Jones’s Camp,” are oa file for early insertion. 

A letter from Tuomas Gorn, and “1,” will appear 
next week. 





For the first time during several months, we have 
the pleasure to present the Chronicle to our readers 
on the day of its date, and if we can continue to issae 
it regularly for a few months to come, it will remove 
one of the chief obstacles to its success. Whether 
we shall be able to do so, or not, must depend upon 
the kindness and punctuality of its friends—and not 
upon our own will or exertions. ‘Fhese latter have 
been unceasingly devoted to accomplish this much 
desired objeet, and we have toiled through discour- 
agements that might well appal the stoutest heart. 

Reluctant as we are to speak of our own concerns, 
we venture to indulge a hope that it will ‘be excused 
on an occasion like the present, which we embrace 
for the purpose of correcting a most injurious, but 
unfounded, idea that the irregular appearance of the 


Chronicle was the result of our own neglect! Nothing and one simall room for a kitchen. 


could be farther from the truth. Every consideration 
of duty and self-interest points to a punctual issue of 
the paper. How absurd, then, must it be té suppose, 
even fora moment, that the delays which have here- 
tofore occurred were voluntary. 

A subscriber in Pennsylvania writes thus : 


“T am glad to find that your paper appears oftener; 
its not appearing on the publication day is of serious 
injury to you. ere it not for the delay in that par- 
ticular, you could get more subscribers here. is 
ready to subscribe when it appears regularly.”’ 

Another in Virginia writes as follows: 


“ As I feel an interest in the success of the Chron- 
icle, I hope that you will excuse a suggestion that 
you will endeavor to bring up the back numbers to 
the 2 scan date as — as possible. I have 
heare many complain that the Chronicle, instead of 
leading, is behind most of the pe in army and 
navy news. All subscribers will not make proper 
allowances for the difficulties with whieh you have 
to contend.” 

We take the liberty to repeat an opinion before 
expressed : that the Chronicle is quite as valuable as 
a work of record and future reference, as for its cur- 
rent intelligence. A weekly paper will always be 
anticipated in its news by the daily papers; but in 
the intelligence collected at Washington, the Chroni- 
cle possesses advantages not enjoyed by any other 


paper. 








APPOINTMENT OF MARRIED MEN IN THE ARMY.— 
In the regulations established by the War Depart- 
ment, “respecting the appointment in the army of 
persons from civil life,” we find it expressly stated 
that “no candidate will be examined who is married.” 














Our attention having been lately drawn to the subjeet 
by complaints which have come to our knowledge in 
reference to this regulation, we have made some 
inquiries about it, and understand that its adoption 
was recommended by the Board of Examiners. 
* Upon calling at the War Department, we have 
en furnished with a copy of the reasons which 
influenced the board in their recommendation ; ard 
they appear to us so cogent and conclusive, that we 
have thought we might render an acceptable service 
by publishing them. They are sufficient, we should 
judge, to remove from every candid mind any preju- 
dice or objection that may have been created by the 
adoption of the regulation. 


Extract from the Report made to the Secretary.of War, 
by the Board of officers, appointed to examine candi- 
dates for admission into the army. 

Among the reasons which induced the Board of 
Examiners to bring to your consideration the regula- 
tion for excluding candidates who are married, are 
the following: 

Ist. They pay of a second lieutenant: which is 
barely adequate to support himself in the dress and 
appearance which his profession requires. His pay 
and emoluments, including allowances for -servant, 
do not exceed sixty-five dollars per month, or about 
two dollars and seventeen cents per day. 

2d. His transportation allowance of ten cents per 
mile: which will not de more-than pay his individual 
travelling expenses. 

3d. His quarters when in garrison: being one smalt 
room for parlor, bed-room, eating-room, nursery, &c., 


4th. The dependence placed upon the younger offi- 


cers for the mést aetive,changing, and exposed duties of 


dvills, guards, exploring parties, and small commands, 
and the necessity that they should always be with 
their companies in the field. 

It is elear, from the foregoing, that unless a second 
lieutenant has means beyond his pay, he cannot sup- 
port a farmily ; and must expose them, in consequence, 
to the most humiliating privations, and himself to the 
most mortifying reflections. He can have no pros- 
pect before him but unhappiness, the accumulation 
of debt without the hope of relief, and the consequent 
suffering which such a condition cannot fail to create 
in an honorable mind. 

In active service in the field he must absent him- 
self from his family, because his pay will not admit 
of his moving them or keeping them near him. His 
family must, therefore, often be left to the charity of 
frienc 8, without which they might suffer for the ne- 
cessaries of life. Could any position be more morti- 
fying to the husband, or more distressing to a wife? 
and does not rtd dor ya 7c ape of delicacy to a lady 
require that she should not be exposed to sueh a trial ? 

n garrison he must suppert himself and his famil 
separately, as he cannot, with his wife, mess wi 
other officers. He must abstain from all customary 
amusements and social intercourse, as he cannot have 
a dollar to spare for the expenses of either. Feelines 
of discontent, of humiliation, of unhappiness, will 
inevitable; and, as a consequence, the acquiring of 
habits which will, in the end, be ruinous. 

He will find himself in continual conflict between 
his profession and his family. Both cannot. be sup- 
ported on his pay. If he neglects his profession, the 
very object of his appointment is defeated : he holds the 
piece. without fulfilling the duties of an officer. If 

e neglects his family, his character as a husband and 
a father becomes a subject of publie reproach. 

His pay, all told, is about $780 a year; now let the 
most economical compare this amount with the neces- 
sary expenses of an afficer and a family, and say if 
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the army be a desirable place for married second lieu- 
tenants. Then when one considers the wants and 
exposure of the children, it serves only to increase 
the unhappy consequences of the situation. His life 
must be one of continued anxiety and distress, and 
the consequent state of mind will unfit him for use- 
fulness, and reduce him either to a gloomy misan- 
thrope, or a dissipated incumbrance. Before he sinks 
to either, he will be pressing himself upon the ser- 
vice for situations of more emolument and of a more 
settled character; his family and his: wants will be 
his plea, not his qualifications; and feelings of com- | 
passion may obtain for him success, to the discontent 
and the injury of the better qualified. 

In time of war one can imagine an enthusiasm 
which will disregard all private considerations; but 
in time of peace these are not, and should not be, dis- 
regarded; and the second lieutenant who enters the | 
army a married man in time of peace, depending upon | 
his orety pay for support, can have no just concep- 
tion of the expenses, the privations, the humiliations, 
the distress of mind to which, from his slender means, 
he will be exposed, or of the consequent suffering to 
his family. 

The embarrassments already produced to the ser- 
vice, by the marriage of its young officers, are in 
themselves sufficient, without increasing them by 
the appointment of those already married. From 
considerations of its many public inconveniences, and 
individual sufferings; the marriage of young officers, 
in some services, is prohibited. 





{| The court martial in the case of Commodore Ex.1- 
ort is ordered to assemble on the first Monday in 
May, and not the fourth, as mentioned in our last 
number. 

Commodores Crane and RensHAw have been 
excused from serving as members, and Commodore 
E. P. Kennepy and Captain FoxHatyt A. PARKER 
been ordered in their stead. 





Just as our paper was ready for the press, we 
learned‘ that Brigadier General Taytor had been 
relieved, at his own request, from the command of 
the troops in Florida, and that Brigadier General W. 
K. ArmisTEAD, of the 3d artillery, had been ordered 
to succeed him. The change to take place on the 
Ist May. 





Correspondence of the Army and Navy Chronicle. 

Garey’s Ferry, 5th April, 1840. 
Colonel T wrees returned to Garey’s Ferry on the 
3d instant, after making various and repeated trials 
in pursuing the Indians by the much dreaded, much 
slandered bloodhounds, all of which have proved 
ineffectual. -On one occasion the dogs were laid on, 
but would not follow up, the trail of two warriors 
whose rifles, pouches, &c., had been captured half 
an hour previous by Lieut. Hardee, while in pursuit, 
the Indians being so hotly pressed as to compel theni 
to relinquish their much valued weapons, A second 
instance, when two Indians were shot near the head 
of Ahapopka Lake, the dogs could not be induced to 
take the slightest notice. These and others, added 
to the trials made at Garey’s Ferry previous to the 
departure of Colonel Twiccs, in attempting to fol- 
jow Indian Billy, and even the negro guide, are evi- 
dences sufficient in themselves to put an end to all 


— anise ol = 
farther anxiety on the part of the northern sentimen- 


| talists. 


From the numerous plantations of corn, vines, &¢. 
diseovered and destroyed in places hitherto unknown 
by the whites, and only reached by an Indian guide, 
it may fairly be presumed a large body of Indians 
are either already present in the impracticable fast- 
nesses on the northern part of the peninsula, or pur- 
pose an immediate return, which all must feel con- 
vinced is to be followed up by aggression in’ the 
settlements. A warrior, who turned out’to be of 
Coacoochee’s party, was captured by a detachment 
of dragoons under Major AsHsy; from him it was 
learned that the wife and family of that formidable 
chief were, with ten other women and a large number 
of children, concealed in a palmetto swamp at some 
considerable distance. Under his guidance the major 
pressed forward, and after a hard ride of nearly two 
hours, his party was dismounted and led five miles 
through a dense hammock to the bank of a deep and 
rapid river, on whose opposite bank the Indian dwel- 
lings and fires appeared, but no living soul. A dan- 
gerous crossing by swimming ( 120 yards ) was made 
at first by the major and two of his command, in 
company with the Indian and negro guide and pri- 
soner, when it’was found that the camp had been but 
just deserted. At the suggestion of the negro, the 
prisoner called, and was answered ata short distanee ; 
none but women and children being supposed near, 
the guides and prisoner were sent in to hold a talk, 
while a disposition for crossing a greater force could 
be made. These three, on entering the hammock 
from the small clearing, were immediately surround- 
ed by Coacoochee and his party, their prisoner taken 
from them, and nothing but admirable presence of 
mind on the part of Indian Billy saved him and the 
negro from instant slaughter. By feigning that a 
party of other Indians, sent by the whites to have a 
*‘talk,” were in the rear, and by exciting the chief’s 
curiosity, an opportunity for their escape to Major 
Ashby’s position was afforded ; on which, such pre- 
parations as a large portion of damaged ammunition 
admitted, for defence, were made, and the hammock 
charged by the few who could swim over; thus 
affording means to effect a safe retreat and reach the 
horses, five miles distant, without perceiving farther 
evidences of the Indians. 


Pensaco.a, April 11, 1840. 

Yesterday was the day appointed for the execution 
at the fore-yard arm of the frigate, of Fleming Lev- 
ingston, late a seaman belonging to the U. 8. ship 
Vandalia, sentenced for assaulting his officer, attempt- 
ing co create a mutiny, and a mutinous assemblage, 
by calling upon the boat’s crew and the crews of other 
boats present to assist him in his assault, when not 
intoxicated. 

The scaffold was rigged—the grave dug, and coffin 
made—in fact, every preparation perfect. At the 
appointed time the yellow flag signal for execution 
was run up at the fore-royal mast head of the frigate, 
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a gun fired, the crews of all the ships. mustered on 
deck, and a general order from the Commodore, 
relating to the melancholy spectacle, soon to take 
place, read to them. They were then permitted to 
cluster upon the forecastle and booms, to be able the 
better to witness the execution. ‘The man, dressed 
in white, and having on the white cap, was observed, 
led out upon the scaffold, rope adjusted, and the 
chaplain attending with his prayer-book to ease the 
poor fellow off handsomely. into the other world. 
The chaplain having finished, the marine officer was 
seen to advance and read what was supposed his 
death-warrant, but which was soon known by signal 
from the frigate to be his pardon by the President, 
assigning for it the very good reason that Levingston’s 
offence was only oné instance of unbridled passion, 
and his punishment did not seem necessary for the 
preservation of the discipline of the squadron, as it 
appeared from the evidence that he called upon the 
boats’ crews of the other ships, but called in vain. 
The yellow flag was then hauled down, and the 


performances of the morning ended. The man was; 


tremendously frightened, as you may readily imagine, 
and was in fact so completely paralyzed that his 
pardon caused no more emotion, or perceptible 
change in his demeanor, than the reading of his sen- 
tence, which was none at all. It was some moments 
after he was led below before he could speak, or even 
make a noise with his tongue; and his first motion 
was to seize the bible, and kissing it, promise never 
to touch intoxicating drinks again. The salutary 
effect upon the man individually cannot be doubted; 
for whatever crime he may be tempted to commit, 
the gallows scene and his narrow escape will recur 
vividly to his imagination; hut with the majority of 
spectators it is much to be doubted whether the 
reprieve upon the gallows will have a wholesome 
effect. Every offender after this, sentenced to be 
executed, will expect his reprieve, even to the mo- 
ment before he is swung off. The severity of our 
martial law is the only check that awes the men into 
obedience to the orders of the officers, whom they so 
far outnumber. Especially is this the case in boats, 
where a young reefer of 15 or 16 has frequently the 
sole charge of a boat’s crew of 12 or even 20 stout 
men, away from the ship and all assistance, save that 
afforded by a sinall dirk, or equally insignificant uni- 
form sword, which he has scarce strength to wield. 

The Warren has not yet arrived, but is expected 
on the 15th, when a general court martial is appoint- 
ed to convene on board the flag ship, Captain Brv- 
ERLEY KEenNoON President. Capt. Kennown has been 
condemned by the surgeons, and leaves as soon as 
possible for the north. Lieut. 8. B. Witson, on the 
peturn of the Warren, will resume his old station on 
board the Macedonian, and Commander Jamrsson 
assume the command of the Warren. The Ontario 
is expected to sail for New York about the 15th of 
next month, to be paid off; she will require some 
repairs. ; 

The launch and first cutter of the Macedonian 
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have been sent up St. Rosa’s sound, to the assistance 
of the ship: Hebrew, ashore on the outside of St. 
Rosa’s island. If necessary, the Erie will be got 
under way and sent out; but it is supposed the boats 
will be sufficient to get the ship off. The Erie is 
ready for sea, and ‘sails soon on. a cruise ; and all the 
sqaadron will follow soon after the commencement of 
next month. - 

A French jackassfrigate, called the Sabine, and 
bearing the broad pennant of a commodore, arrived 
a day or twosince from Vera Cruz, when the usual 
salutes: were exchanged with the city authorities and 
our commodore, the Macedonian returning both sa- 
lutes. To-day the French commodore has been 





visiting the ships of the squadron, and was saluted 


by the Macedonian, Erie, and Ontario, and from the 
navy yard, all of which were returned by his ship. 

Of the changes in the squadron since | last wrote, 
Lieut. Pace has been ordered from the Ontario to 
the Macedonian; Passed Midshipman Wayne and 
Professor Corrrn to the Levant; Lieut. J. C. Car- 
TER returned home on leave. Many more changes 
will take place on the return of the Ontario. 





A trial of Cochran’s newly invented cannon took 
place at the Arsenal in this city, on Saturday, 11th 
instant. Several members of Congress, officers of the 
army, and scientific gentlemen were present. 





The annexed communication from the American 
Consul in Jamaica, has been received by Mr. Cod-. 
dington, postmaster of New Yerk: 


AMERICAN ConsuULATE, 
Kingston, (Jam.,) March 21, 1840. 
Str: Ido myself the honor to acquaint you, for 


| the information of our fellow citizens having occasion 


to correspond with persons in this colony, that there 
has been a new regulation of the post office estab- 
lishment here, and that letters by merchant vessels 
now pay the same postage as those by the regular 
packets, say etghtpence sterling. 

This will be aserious inconvenience to our mer- 
chants, as well as the officers of our squadron in the 
Pacific, whose friends have heretofore been in the 
habit of writing to them via this place. 

Respectfully, I. have the honor to be, sir, your 
obedient servant, 

ROBT. MONROE HARRISON. 





A depot for supplies for the army in Florida, has been 
established at Cedar Keys, on the Gulf coast. The fol- 
lowing directions for sailing into the harbor are pub- 
lished for the information of all concerned. 

NOTICE TO MARINERS. 


CEDAR KEYS, FLORIDA. 

Directions for vessels bound for Cedar Keys, Florida, 
hy Sore which much trouble and time may be 
saved. 
* Anclote Keys is a well defined spot, in lat. 28 deg. 
25 min., long. 82 deg. 53 min. After finding, about 
three miles west of Anclote Keys, three fathoms water, 
steer N, N. W. for Cedar Keys, which is in lat. 29 deg. 
9 min., longitude 83 deg. 9 min. 30 sec. 

The most accurate and repeated observations have 
been taken, and the above is the result. 

JOHN B. GRAYSON, 
Captain & Com. Sub., U. 8. A. 

Tamra Bay, Fla., March 2, 1840. 


P. S.—On making a signal off Cedar Keys, a pilot 
will immediately come out. pled 
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LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
Wasuineton, April 15, 1840. 

Army.—Capt. R. S. Dix, Capt. R. E. Lee, Col. J. 
S. McIntosh, Dr. A. N. McLaren, Major M. M. Payne; 
Capt. Wm. H. Swift, Dr. R. Southgate, Lieut. W. H. 
Warner. 

Navy,—Capt. E. P, Kennedy, Montgomery Lewis, 
Lieut. C. H. Poor, Capt. Wm. Ramsay, Purser J. N. 
Todd. 

Maaine Corrs.— Lieut. I. T. Doughty. 


Pensacoxa, April 1. 

Navy.—Comm’rs. W. A. Spencer, J. McIntosh, W. 
Jamesson 2; Lieuts S. B. Wilson 2, J. T. Gerry 4, J. 
Lanman 5, J. T..McLaughlin, J. R. Tucker 3, D. B. 
Ridgely 4, S. P. Lee; Drs. D. Egbert 5, J. S. Messer- 
smith, W. A. Spotswood, A. F. Lawyer, H. D. Talia- 
ferro; Pursers M. Taylor 12, S. Ramsey 2. P. Mid. 
J. B. Carter, R. L. Love; Mid. J. N. Brown, R. P. 
Lovell 3, W. A. Webb 3, J. W. A. Nicholson 2, J. 
Guest 4, F.G. Mayson 3, S. D. Lavalette, W. H. 
Jamesson, B. N. Westcott, J. S. Kennard 2, Professor 
M. Yarnell 2. 

Marixe Corrs.—Lieut. H. B. Tyler. 








ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 
April 15—Capt. R. S. Dix, A. Q. M. 


16—Asst. Sur. R. Southgate, army, Fuller’s 
Col. J. B. Walbach, Ist arty., do. 
* 1%1—Major J. P. Taylor, Com. Sub., do. 


18—Brig. Gen. W. K. Armistead, 3d arty., do. 
Col. S. Thayer, Corps Engrs., do 





inful nature which occurs in this far-off, and seldom 
eard-of land, produces very much the same effeet 
a our good people of the north, as does a summer 
cloud upon the earth: for a time it obseures the sun 
of prosperity, and causes a shadow to be-cast upon the 
picture of nature; but soon ’tis cleared away, and all 
things bright and beautiful are seen again, as if no- 
thing had happened to mar the general joy, How 
different, alas! with those who have known and loved 
the victims of disease and death. Look at the losses 
in valuable officers and men, of the last autumn alone! 
You know, as well as I do, that the very “rose and 
expectaney ” of the army was swept off by the fell 
destroyer. The philosopher never made a more cor- 
rect remark than that wherein he says, ‘mén do not 
know the value of health, or of any of those blessings 
with which Providence has blessed us, until they ane 
deprived of them.” Nor is it less true, that those 
who are enjoying all the comforts, conveniences and 
luxuries of civilized life, can appreciate the pains 
and the penalties of a life in the woods and among 
savages, until they “dry a hand” at the business 
themselves. 

I would not have you imagine, for a moment, that 
I complain of these things; either for myself, or others 
who have been here. i have not yet the honor of a 
membership in the corps of “‘grumblers,”’ about which 
so many things have been said and written. But J will 
say, ( and there are those in and out of Florida who 
cannet but agree in the saying, ) that it is far more 
agreeable to do business in Washington, or in any 


Purser G. R. Barry, navy, Miss Polk’s | city or town of the “ great north,” than at ene of the 
19—Capt. J. M. Hill, A. Q. M., Fuller’s | little out-of-the-world positions occupied by our treo 

Major W. Hoffman, 6th infy., _ do. {in Florida. It is far more pleasant to promen 
?1—Lieut. F. Huger, navy, Gadsby’s | from Capitol Hill to the White House, than to ride 





PASSENGERS. 

Cuarteston, April 14, per steampacket Southerner, 
from St. Augustine, via Savannah, Paymaster C. An- 
drews, Lieuts. C. Tompkins and W. Alburtis, of the 
army. Per steam packet Wm. Seabrook, from Savan- 
nah, Paymasters T. P. Andrews, of the army. 
Savankau, April 13, Sy steamboat Florida, from Black 
Creek, Paymaster T. P. Andrews and B, Walker, of the 


army. , 

haw Orueans, April 7, per steamer Walker, from 
Mobile, Lieut. J. é: Carter, and J. A. Doyle, of the 
navy. April 12, per steamer Southwestern, from Lit- 
ile Rock, Capt. G. Andrews, of the army. 











—— = — 
Communications. 
FLORIDA WAR. 

Frioripa, March-1, 1840. 
Mr. Eprror: Some people in the world are of 


opinion that no pleasure is equal to that of travelling, 
Some there are who, sooner than remain at home, en- 
joying all its comforts and delights, sitting under the 
vine and fig-tree of their nativity or adoption, choose 
a gipsey life, and wear out existence in roaming over 
the boundless earth and sea. But as for our single 
self, and with all due reverence for Chevalier Neu- 


komm, and he who addresses sonnets to the pleasures. 


of the chase and wild-wood life, give us once more “a 
habitation and a name” among men. Young men, 
with Stentor’s lungs, may sing the praises of “the sea, 
the sea, the open sea, the blue the fresh, the ever, 
ever free ;” they may bellow, if it seem good to them, 
all kinds of excellent and extraordinary things about 
the woodlands, the pleasures of living on nothing, and 
going almost naked ; but give me once more the view 
of those pleasant places I once knew. Oh! how 
heartily am I tired of such a life as I have been lead- 
ing for the past two years! You may ask me why? 
Because one enjoys no pleasure, profit, or credit, for 
any exertions he may make in such a business as this 
country has known for the last four or five years. © 

Permit me to call your attention to the great sacri- 
fices of health and ‘life, made in carrying on this 


twenty-five or thirty miles a day in the deep sands, 
and under the sultry sun of this ‘‘land of flowers.” 
Some men: were born to luck ; and if our luck is of 
a lower degree than that of others not more deservi 
than ourselves, why.we can but solace our antagil 
feelings by reflecting that we ‘enlisted for this ser- 
vice.” 

Having “‘ effervesced”’ to my heart’s content, or at 
least as much as I think proper in a communication 
to any man excepting a public functionary, or an M. 
C., I will, by your good leave, say a few things con- 
cerning the worn-out subject of the Florida war. The 
few ideas I may put forth in this letter are out of” 
joint and out of place; and, as you will find, have no 
connection with each other. But believing you will 
appreciate the motive, I feel less hesitancy in saying 
what I think upon these things. 

I have heard it often remarked that “‘too much pud- 
ding will choke a donkey ;” and I have heard the ad- 
age applied to the Florida difficulties. It has been 
said that too much is written upon the subject; that 
more harm than good has been done by “ letter- 
writers.”” In a measure this may be true. Where 
any man sits down maliciously and with premedita- 
tion to manufacture a story about Florida, the Indians 
and the war, which is indeed the “very coinage of 
his brain,” I grant you he is highly blameable. 1 
have amused myself, in my leisure hours, by puttin 
some few ideas on paper in an epistolary way. 
have written a ‘* smart chance ”’ of a tale about Florida; 
and, emulous of a t’s fame! I have on one or two 
occasions mounted Pegasus. Several of these little 
matters have found their way-into the vehicles. of 
public information, i. e. newspapers. But in a 
which has “exuberated” from my pen, I defy any 
man to point out a single improper or malicious sen- 
tence, any invidious comparisons respecting com- 
manding generals, any discussions as to the relative 
services of regiments, or indeed any thing evincing 
ideas other than those pointing to the best interests of 
the army, and a zealous desire for. a speedy and suc- 
cessful issue to the war. 1 cannot for my life discern 
how the publication of truth can hurt any cause. The 





(misnamed) war! True, indeed, any thing of a 
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man who would, by direct or implied stratagem, en- 
deavor to conceal errors of fortune, not of praisewor: 
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thy and continued exertion, merely to preserve his 
own fair name, must desire celebrity of an epheme- 
ral nature; for ‘‘truth is mighty and will prevail.” The 
history of this contest with the Seminoles (like the 
history of Gen. Jackson’s contest with them) must 
sooner or later be made the property of the world! 
No act, no well constructed plan, no method of in- 
timidation or brow-beating, no: threats of great men 
in high places, or little men in low places, will be 
able to prevent the exposition and diffusion of the 
truth upon every subject affecting the public interest | 
and welfare. 

This Seminole war has now been in the full tide 
of successful operation for the matter of nearly five 
years. ‘We all know how and wherefore jt was com- 
menced. In carrying it on, we have had the services 
of Generals Gaines, Scott, Crincu, Carr, Jesup, 
TAYLor, commanding ; of other Generals, regulars 
and volunteers ; of colonels, majors, captains and sub- 
alterns; the very flower of our little army has been 
en din the prosecution of the war. e have had 
volunteers and militia from New York, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Loui- 
siana, Tennessee, and Missouri. We have had cam- 

igns, we have had battles. Many valuable lives, 
and much of the public treasure, have been expended 
in the contest. And where is the war now? Will 
any one pretend to say itis ended? Will any onesay 
it is as near consummation as it was four years ago? 
i would ask him for his proofs. We tried negotta- 
tion ; we wished to give the Indians a portion of the 
soil, where they might reside on sufferance. But 
they would not have a pittance as a favor, when 
they knew they could have more by force. So long, 
therefore, as half a dozen Indians remuin on the soil 
of Florida, so long is the war not ended; for halfa 

ozen can create as much disturbance and d6 as much 
mischief in the settlements as can one hundred. You 
may send your armies to hunt them, in large or small 
divisions; they have not embodied since the memo- 
rable battle of Okeechobee, Dec. 25, 1837. They 
know wherein their strength lieth. What has been, 
and what must continue to be, the cause of our ill 
success against this “handful of naked and starving 
savages ?!!”’’ as the Senator from South Carolina has 
thought proper to denominate a race of Indians,* as 
well clad, fat, saucy, and ingenious as any other on 
the continent. 

It is worse than idle for any man, or any set of men, 
at any time and in any ~~ to censure Mr. Porn- 
SETT in this matter. He has done every thing he 
could do, and has done it well. The question is, 
would any thing more or better have been done, had 
his place been occupied by those who find fault with 
him? It is idle and worse than idle for any man to 
institute invidious comparisons between the generals 
whovhave commanded our armies here; or to set up 
such’ an absurd idea as political distinctions in the 
army. Officers and soldiers, regulars and volunteers, 
have done eve pe ossible for men to do; and. 
here we are. The “ Cuba hounds” have been tried, 
and although they will trail a negro, “even unto 
death,” the scent of an Indian is entirely foreign to 
their nasal organs. What then has been and must 
continue to be the grand difficulties in our path? I 
say, without fear of contradiction, that THE crt- 
MATE AND,TOPOGRAPHY—THE NATURAL ADVANTA- 
GES OF THE COUNTRY—have been, and will be, the 
insurmountable obstacles to our success, unless one 
plan is adopted: (the “armed occupation bill,” the 


*If the Indians are naked, we are at a loss to know how 
they have dis of the $9.000 dollars worth of cali- 
coes, domestics, and other Indian goods, taken from 
Messrs. Dallam and Hambough, at the massacre of the 
Caloosahatchie. A claim,»aided by petition, is now 
before Congress for the recovery of this loss. A more 
just and proper claim has never been brought before our 
national council. 
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scheme of fifteen or twenty thousand men, the co. 
operation cf the navy, and every other plan, to the 
contrary noiwithstanding.) The plan 1 mean, al- 
though, like the progress of the tortoise, “ slow and 
sure,” is a quicker one than any other that will meet 
the approval of Congress. 

Set a price on every Indian—pay any man who shall 
bring an Indian, dead or alive, or shall produce any 
undoubted evidence that an Indian has been disposed of, 
one thousand, or if needs be, fifteen hundred dollars— 
send and keep in the country six thousand regulars, for 
the protection of the settlements, and exposed points, 

In the cool condition of our patriotism, many a man 
will be found who, for a thousand dollars, would go 
out single-handed to hunt an Indian, as he would a 
deer; but offer nothing, and you can have nothing 
done. _We live in a golden age! Every man’s hand 
is against his neighbor, and he who gets most is the 
better man. Take these ideas as you please, “read, 
mark, learn and inwardly digest them,” and if you 
can offer a better view, pray do so. 





THE FRIGATE MACEDONIAN. 

Mr. Epitror: Your Pensacola correspondent, un- 
der date of April 1, 1840, whose letter appeared in the 
Chronicle of the 16th inst., in remarking on the per- 
formances of the frigate Macedonian, says: “For a 
new ship she is indeed a beast—one of the most un- 
certain and slowest crafts in stays or any evolution 
ever witnessed.” 

To show that officers sometimes disagree, as well 
as Doctors, I annex extracts from three letters written 
by an officer in the West Indian squadron, whose rank 
is believed to be not below that held by your corres- 
cuagey: and whose experience and judgment enable 

im to form correct opinions on professional subjects. 
These letters bear date the 14th March, 11th May, 
and 13th November, 1839. 

March 14—“< The Macedonian crossed the Gulph 
stream with a very strong wind, almost a gale, from 
N.E., with a short tumbling sea on the beam and 
quarter, which incommoded her as little as I think it 
could have done any ship of her size. We passed 
through Turk’s island passage on the 6th morning af- 
ter leaving Cape Henry. ‘The®pilot who brought us 
into this bay, (Pensacola) expressed an opinion that 
in working up from the outer bar to the-navy yard 
with a light reeze, she moved and worked quicker 
than any of the sloops on this station would have done 
under the same circumstances, excepting perhaps the 
Levant.” 

May 11—* The Macedonian outsails with ease, in 

every way, the Erie and Ontario, and sails with if she 
does not outsail the Levant. One quality of great 
value, a ready obedience to her helm, the Macedonian 
has in as much perfection as any ship can have.” 
« November 13—**Sailed from this on the 28th ult., 
in company with the French frigate Le Gloire. We 
erosséd the bar within hail of each other, the Mace- 
donian ahead, and continued on the same course and 
under the same sail, the wind being light and free, 
until we had run twelve miles, when Le Gloire was 
within hail ahead. Le Gloire is considered by Comm. 
Lainé one of the fastest frigates in the French navy. 
If the Macedonian had been‘nearer on an even keel, 
and her bottom in a proper condition, she would at 
least have held her own with Le Gloire. On our re- 
turn into bg we beat over the bar, and round the 
shoal called the spit, with the wind at N. W. as much 
of it as we could carry single-reefed topsails to, and 
very unsteady in flaws. No ship could work better, 
or stand up better under her eanvass.” 


ARMY MEDICAL STAFF anp ture SURG. GEN. 
REFERENCE TO A “ GROUND OF CONTROVERSY.” 
It will be recollected that some time last autumn, 

(say yr tn: an article appeared in the Army and 

Navy Chronicle, by “one who has a view of the whole 

ground of controversy,” aimed with wonderful malig- 
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nity at the surgeon then on duty at Black Creek, 
E.. F. 

To correct erroneous impressions entertained by 
some, that the person thus abusively attacked, had 
not taken the hint, or in other words, had .pocketed 
the offence, he begs leave to state, some ten lines 
were sent to the Chronicle repelling the foul asper- 
sion in November last, which the editor noticed, but} 
refused to publish, without giving any good reason, as 
I think. 

In self defence, the publication of that, and several 


«ground of controversy,” is intended by 
THE MEDICAL OFFICER then on duty at 
Garey’s. Ferry, Black Creek, E, F. 
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Domestic Enteliigence. 











FLORIDA WAR. 
From the Jacksonville Advocate, March 24. 

Cot. TwraGs’ ExPEDITION.—On Thursday morn- 
ing this gallant colonel started from Garey’s Ferry, 
in the steamers Gen. Clinch and Wm. Gaston, with: 
eleven bloodhounds, for the Ocklawaha. ‘The num- | 
ber of regular troops was 275, besides a large number! 
of citizen volunteers. The entire force is: reported 
tohave been in excellent spirits, warmly animated 
with the hope of success, and confidence in the enter- 
prise. 

Col. Twiggs deserves great credit for his efforts in| 
: Ae "ge ‘ 
getting up this expedition, as it isone which contem- 
plates great benefit to the country. The impression ' 
appears” very prevalent that the swamps near the 
Ocklawaha are the head quarters of the savages in 
Fast Florida; and if this expedition should reach 
their hiding place, it will either be instrumental in| 
breaking it up altogether, or it will discover the way 
by which they may be reached by a force competent 
torout them. In either case, if successful, East Flo- 
rida wilk be the gainer. While the savage has a 
retreat secure from the vigilance of the whites, where | 
his women and children can be secure and procected, 
he never will submit ; he will prowl about our settle- 
ments, our public roads, and other places where he | 
supposes he will find one or two defenceless whites, 
butcher them, rifle their persons of all that is valua- | 
ble, and then slip back to his camp and divide the 
spoils among his women and children, and rest secure | 
until the excitement and vigilance of the whites 
have subsided, when he slips off again, commits ano- 
ther murder, burns another plantation, and back again 
to his place of refuge, before the whites have disco- | 
vered that he has been among them. Thus murder 
succeeds murder, outrage follows outrage, and the 
whole country thrown into consternation and ‘dismay ; 
while the perpetrators of the foul. deeds are securely 
ensconced within the impenetrable confines of the 
unexplored hammock, or the rich and verdant spots 
within the boundaries of some immense swamp, ex- 
ulting over his treacherous victory, and vowing exter- 
mination and indiscriminate slaughter to the whites. 
While this isthe case, we venture to predict, the war 
will never end. It has always appeared to us that, 
could the homes of the women and children be found, 
the war would very soon close. Necessity, combined 
with the strong impulses of nature, would prompt 
the savage to an immediate surrender. It is not to 
be supposed that they would prefer to remain in the 
country where their women and children should be- 
come the victims of want and destitution, to accept- 
ing the succor of a Government whose course towards 
them has ever been marked by the utmost humanity 
and kindness. ‘With all their savageness and barbar- 
ity, the Indian is not devoid of those tender impulses 
of nature which bind father to son, and husband to 
wife. In fact, the socialities, if history speaks truly, 





is much stronger in the savage than in the more civ- 


pal reasons for theif protracted struggle. The graves 
and bones of their forefathers have a stronger hold 
upon their affections than even life itself, and while 
the means of propagating their race are secured to 
them, they will wield the bloody tomahawk and 
scalping knife in haughty defiance, in defence of 
those relics of by-gone days. 

We hope that our bleeding, suffering country will 
ere tole he rid of them, we care not by what means, 
as their treacherous, blood-thirsty character calls. for 
no other treatment than that of speedy exterminution 
by the most efficient, effectual means. With this 
view of the subject, we are much in favor of this 
expedition. That success may attend it is our sin- 
cere wish. 


Inptan Murpers.—Every week brings its tale 
of blood. Capt. Brooks, of the Gen. Clinch, informs 
us that some time last week the Rev. Mr. McRae, 
of the Methedist Episcopal Church, was killed while 
riding his circuit, by Indians, within three miles of 
Micanopy. . 

Also, that an express arrived at Garey’s Ferry on 
Saturday evening, bringing intelligence of the cap- 
{ure and destruction of a train of Wagons, some 
where in Middle Florida. The wagons were bufned, 
the mules killed, and the sergeant in command of the 
train, mortally wounded.—Jbid. 

Sr. JoszrnH, March 25.—Arrived on the 23d ‘inst. 
the U.S. steamer Seal, from. New Orleans, in ch 
of Lieut. Palmer, U. S. Top’l Eng., bound to 
mouth of the Suwannee river, on a survey of the 
shoals and reefs adjacent thereto. Lieut. Wetmore, 
6th infantry, passenger. ' 


From the St. Augustine Herald, 2d inst. 

Information had been received from-Garey’s Ferry 
on Tuesday, from Col. Twiggs’ expedition. He was 
at Fort Fowle, somewhere in the neighborhood of 
Fort King. No Indians or Indian signs had been 
discovered, and consequently no opportunity to try 
the virtue of the dogs. What were to be the future 
movements of the expedition was unknown. The 
steamer Cincinnati had gone to Lake Monroe. 

An officer was fired upon and severely wounded by 
[Indians at the Steenehatchie, on the 20th ult. 

Two soldiers were killed near Fort King on the 
26th ult. 

The following are the stations of the 2d regiment 
of dragoons. 

Company A, Lieut. Lawton commanding, arrived 
from Fort Stansbury, M. F., 17th March; stationed 
at Fort ‘Lawton, E. F. 

Comp. B, Capt. Fulton, at Fort Fulton, E. F. 

Comp. C, Lieut. Graham, at Fort Downing. 

Comp. D, Major Ashby, Pilatka, St. John’s river. 

Comp. E, Capt. Bullock, .Fort Preston, M. F. 

Comp. F, Lieut. Hunter, Fort Hunter, on the St. 
John’s. 

Comp. G,. Lieut. May, Fort Baden, M. F. 

Comp. H, Capt. Fowler, on the Suwannee river. 

Comp. I, Capt. B. L. Beall, do do 

Comp. K, Lieut. Darling, Fort Heileman, E. F. 


From the Savannah Georgian, April 8. 

Cov. Twiaces’ EXPEDITION.—We have been favor- 
ed with the extract of a letter which advises us of the 
return of the detachment of about 300. men, under 
the command of Col. Twiggs, 2d d ns, to Fort 
Butler, on the St. John’s, on the 3d inst., from a 
fatiguing scout on the Ocklawaha swamp and the 
country about Lake 3 ka. 

They met with but little success. Many signs 
were seen; two Indians were killed; several huts, 
boats, and fields destroyed, and a few ponies and 
rifles captured. [The Charleston Courier of yester- 
day states that the two Indians were discovered in a 
boat and shot—one of them said to be a brother of 





ilized races ; and this no doubt is one of the princi- 


Sam Jones.] The dogs were found to be good for 
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nothing. They were ser re on fresh trails several! there being there, at the time, 2,000 rink and file, oe 
times tono purpose. Indeed, they were in the way. | that-desertions had taken place to the number of 663, +i 
A list of the officers engaged in this expedition we | while, during the same period, the desertions from the Ne 
annex: whole British army had been only 2,240. a 
Cok: D. E. Twiggs, commanding. Those desertions in Canada had not been confined e 
Lieut. R. C. Asheton, Adjt. to bad and disreputable characters—non-commission- ai 
Capt. D. S. Miles, Asst. Quartermaster. ed officers and men of respectability and good conduct “i 
Dr. Foot, Surgeon. had deserted. Nor was this systein of desertion to be aa 
Dr. Cuyler, Asst. Surgeon. ascribed to distress, for many had gone away leaving ee 
Maj. Ashby, commanding dragoons. behind them their necessaries and arrears of pay. ad 

* Lieuts. Hardee, Merrill, and . Arnold, of the dra-| Why desertion should take place more frequently in on 
goons. North rica than in any other part of the empire, = 
Capt. Garner, commanding artillery. it was nov difficult to explain. th 
Lieut. Rankin, artillery. In this country, the situation of the people was as or 
Capt. Holmes, commanding infantry. comfortable, he might say more so, than that.of the me 
Lieuts. Dawson, Hoffman, Geisse, and Scott, of the| laborers, to which class, “wearsoese 5 the soldier be: pe 
infantry. longed. In many of the colonies, physical difficulties pe 
Col. Sanchez, commanding volunteers. opposed themselves to flight. hen in Malta the os 
—_— soldiers were surrounded by sea: when at the Cape po 

Tue Inprans aT work.—Our latest intelligence|they could only escape from their quarters to fly to he 
is, that a train of government wagons, consisting of) the quarters of savages; and as to India, he could th 
six, was captured by 12 Indians, between Forts Ma-| imagine no situation more miserable than that of a a 
eomb and Barker, a few days ago, and one sergeant} deserter in that country, wandering amidst its vast aa 
mortally wounded. A sergeant was fired on near regions, amongst a people of a strange race and color, C 
Fort Pleasant, in the neighborhood of Col. Daven-! and his footsteps pursued by the power of British law. os 
port’s camp, and escaped harely with his life ; and | But with respect to the American colonies, the case he 





also, that an Indian camp had been discovered within | was widely different. There the facilities of escape 
about four miles of Col. Robert Gamble’s residence, }to the United States were many, and the temptation : 
where they had left their fires burning, and appear-|stroag. The soil was flourishing, and the wages of ] 
ances which indicated that some four or five cattlejlabor high. The consequence was, that these high ; 
had been slaughtered. ‘These depredations have all| wages, and still more, the exaggerated representations ’ 
been committed in the immediate vicinity of where \that were put forth of the ease and luxury. enjoyed by d 
the troops are most thickly stationed—in that portion the laborer in America, had constantly drawn away t] 
of country which is most securely guarded! How! our soldiers from Canada. 

















are these vagabonds to be whipped and subdued?| Several plans had been proposed for meeting this f 
We ask for information.— Tallahassee Star, 28th ult. |evil. It had been byeqem , and he thought wisely, § 
=— - = that Canada should be the last point in rotation to 





Foreign Imteliigence. | which the troops on colonial service should be sent. 
| There would then be a great number of men with ad- 
Expepitrion To Catna.—We are enabled to lay ditional and good conduct pay, and those higher ad- 
before our readers this week a correct statement of vantages would tend to keep the men faithful to their 
the particulars of the vessels which have already sail- | colors. 
ed, and are yet to sail, for the purpose of vindicating | It had also been thought that advantages would 
British honor on the coast of China. ‘The Blenheim, arise, and the temptatation to which he had adverted 
74 guns, sailed direct for China from Portsmeuth on | be counteracted, if the Government were to hold out 
the 19th February; Melville, 74 guns, from the In- | to the oldest and most tried of the treops, in Canada, 
dian station; Blonde, 46, direct from Plymouth, on a sort of military retirement, which should serve as a 
the 26th February; Druid, 48, from the Cape, via| reward to those who remained faithful to their colors. 
Sydney, on the 5th of Nov.; Pylades, 18, direct from| Such had been the opinion of his noble friend the 
Plymouth, on the 23d Feb.; Nimrod, 20, from Ply-|late Secretary at War, and of Lord Seaton, and he 
mouth, on the 24th of Feb., (with duplicate instruc-| (Mr. Macauley,) had reason to believe that opinion 
tions for Admiral Elliott; ) Modeste, 18, from the|was generally entertained amongst those who pos- 
Cape, on the 5th of Nov.; Wanderer, 18, sailed for the scagel the best information upon the subject. 
Cape on the 12th of Feb. from Plymouth, with orders| The precise details of the plan had not yet been 
to Admiral Elliott to proceed with all his corvettes, | made out, and much correspondence must take place 
and take command in China. Besides these ships! before it could be produced ; but as it was not impro- 
another 74 has orders; the Pique, 38; Andromache, | bable that, before the House again assembled, some 
38; 10 vessels from the Indian station, from 18 to 28|regiments would*be removed from Canada, it would 
ns each, part of the Indian navy; 2 vessels from | be desirable that some men of good character should 
the Cape station, 18 guns each; 2 fromthe South|be induced to remain there. On these grounds he 
American station, 18 and 28 guns each; 2 large steam-| was induced to ask the House for the additional grant 
ers, supposed to be the Sesostris and the Queen. The | of £ 10,000 on account. 
expedition includes from 12 to 15,000 men.—London 
Court Journal. 








Tue Cyciors sTEAM FRIGATE.—This splendid 
vessel arrived here on Thursday, and will be off im- 
From the Liverpool Albion of March 16. mediately for Lisbon with a new captain for the Re- 
DESERTION OF SOLDIERS FROM THE ARMY IN|venge, 76, and will then proceed to Gibraltar and 
Canapa.—We have of Jate noticed in the Canada| Malta: This vessel is 1,200 tons burden, but whethef 
apexs several instances of the desertion of soldiers|new or old measurement is not mentioned; she car- 
Posi our provinces into the United States. Thesub-|ries 460 tons of coal, which is considered a 25 days’ 
ject was alluded to,on Monday night, in the House! consumption, and is armed with two 10-inch guns on 
of Commons, in the committee of supply to the army!swivels, and four 8-inch guns on the broadside, and 
estimates. On the occasion Mr. Macauley, Secretary:on the main-deck has ports for 16 32-pounders, but 
at War, spoke as follows : {has no guns on board for that deck. When she started 
The next vote he had to call the attention of the from the river she drew 18 feet aft and 17 feet for- 
committee to was 10,0002 for the forination of a vete-: ward, but is now lizhtened one foot by the consuimp- 
ran battalion in Canada, where desertions had occur-; tion of 60 tons of coals. This ship would carry weil 
red to an extent unknown elsewhere. About six 1,000 soldiers on her deck; or she could carry berthed 
years ago an inquiry had been made, and it was fownd,) in the regular manner, 400 troops across the Atlantic, 
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possesses great speed, having, under canvass and 
steam, with the wind nearly aft, cleared eleven knots 
over the ground ; if, therefore, she was built for the 
purpose of carrying troops quickly, she has effectually 
answered the purpose of her constructor and the gov- 
ernment; but if, as we really believe, she was intend- 
ed to be armed with 22 heavy guns, with her full 
complement of fuel, then she is a failure, as with the 
additional guns which she ought to have on board, 
and with a proportionate weight of shot and powder, she 
must go to sea with not more than 18 days’ fuel, about 
three-fourths of what she has capacity to carry. The 
armament of 22 such guns as we have enumerated, 
matching her with a large frigate, would require a 
crew of at least 250 men, ineluding officers and en- 
gine ‘attendants ; and she has abundant, if not elegant, 
accommodation for this number. At present her 
complement is, we believe; 175, which is more than 
her man-of-war-like qualifications will warrant; and, 
therefore, she is a needlessly expensive vesse]—as we 
are quite certain that two vessels of 800 tons may be 
constructed to carry each the same armament the 
Cyclops now does—drawing not more than 12 feet 
water, and be sailed at an expense not exceeding 
hers ; consequently twice as useful. With regard to 
carrying troops, a 28-gun frigate, fitted as a trooper, 
will do such work as effectually, and much cheaper. 
English paper. 





Tue British Navy.—A well informed correspon- 
dent sends us the following account of the strength of 
the British marine force, ‘intended as a reply to the 
articles which have appeared in our journal, extracted 
from the London Times, on the subject : 

Of 120 guns, 13 vessels, making 1,500 guns. 





112 do 1 do 112 do 
110 do 4 do 440 do 
106 de 2 do 212 do 
104 do 5 do 520 do ° 
92 do 3 do 276 do 
°84 do 12 do 1,008 do 
80 do 12 do 960 do 
“78 do 6 do 468 do 
76 do 5 do 380. do 
74 do 55 do 4,070 do 
70 do 2 do 140 do 
52 do 8 do 416 do 
50 do 14 do 700 do 
48 do 1 do 48 do 
46 do 65 do 2,990 do 
44 do 1 do 44 do 
42 do 17 do 714° do 
36 do W do 360 do 
38. do 1 do 88 do 
30 do 1 do 30 do 
22 do 17 do 476 do 
“26 do 15 do 390 do 
“24 do 4 do 96 do 
22 do 1 do 22 do 
20 do 5 do 100 do 
18 do 26 do 468 do 
16 do +36 do 576 do 
12 do 5 do 60 do 
1 do 38 ‘do 380 do 
8 do 5 do 40 do 
6 do 24 do 144 do 
5 do 2 do 10. do 
4do 8B do 52 do 
3 do 7 do 21 do 
_. . Total 436 vessels, or 18,321 guns. 
On an aver-(¢ 64 steamers, 
age 6 guns 65 brigs,packets, 774 do 





each. — etc., etc., 
Grand Total 565 vessels,and 19,095 


or 800 to the East Indies. She is very fast at sea and| than at any former period of our history, and the latent 
energies of the country only require a serious emer- 





gency to‘call them forth. The present resources in 
our dock yards are very great, consisting in formida- 
ble supplies of all the requisites for building more 
ships, superior scientific skill, and improved machine- 
ry. The general resources of the country have more 
than kept pace with the activity of the Admiralty; by 
a great extension of commercial tonnage, comprising 
more than 
25,500 vessels of more than 3,000,000 of tonnage em- 
ployed in for- 
eign trade. 
1,500,000 of tonnage em- 
ployed in the 
intercourse be 
tween G. Bri- 
tain and Ire- 
land. 
9,500,000 of tonnage em- 
ployed in oth- 
er coasting 


vessels. 


14,800 do 


121,500 ‘ do 





161,800 14,000,000 

Besides the above astounding figures, there are the 
numerous private steamboats that swarm in our prin- 
cipal ports, London alone owning about 300 (includ- 
ing all descriptions, ) Liverpool 220, and Glasgow 120, 
without taking into consideration all our other impor- 
tant ports. ‘These steamers could be taken up by 
government on the breaking out of a war, to destroy 
any fleet or fleets with pt, the assistance of the 
navy. Besides our. own merchant seamen, we could 
call from the American serviee, by aa increase of 
wages, at least 15,000 most able British seamen, who 
are now engaged by that nation. We might even 
have the pick of all the choice sailors of the Mediter- 
ranean and Adriatic, in case of need, who would enter 
our service with the greatest alacrity, did we but send 
ships off-their coasts to take them, as they are fully 
aware of the good treatment they receive with us, 
and the scrupulousness with which we adhere to our 
contracts. Were it deemed expedient by our govern- 
ment to remove the heavy discriminating duties on 
Baltic timber, the inevitable result would be to in- 
crease our naval ascendancy to an almost unlimited 


cheaper than in any other country; and let it be borne 
in mind, that the peculiar facilities for building expe- 
ditiously in England, with the existence of commo- 
dious docks, machinery, &c., are greatly in our favor 
-—and so great, indeed, are the artificial means we 
possess of this description, that the modes adopted for 
loading and discharging, the employment of steam- 
tugs to bring vessels to their moorings, and to take 
them to sea, and the greater economy and despatch that 
now pervade every department of the business, that 
three ships are able to perform, and do in faet perform, 
as much work as was done by four at the end of the 
war ; thus a virtual addition of many hundred thou- 
sands of tons is made to our mercantile navy. Facts 
speak for themselves; and I have nothing more to 
add to the list of the navy and its resourees, except 
that our present fleet in the Mediterranean is such an 
efficient one, in every sense of the word, that Lord 
Nelson himself would stand astounded, could he be- 
hold it. I can only further affirm my willin 

and ability to give the name of each of the 565 ves- 
sels belonging to our navy, alphabetically arranged, 
and stations, as well as the specification of the sundr 
ports between which the above mercantile tonnage is 
distributed, if any such curiosity should be excited. 





British Navy.—The followingrecapitulation is 
formed from the statement given in the United Ser- 
vice Journal for March : 


During the war there were 1,113 ships of war, of} The Royal Navy in commission on Ist of March, 


which 256 were of the line. As a set off against this, 


is stated as follows: 





it is to be observed that our present means are greater 


2 ships of 120 guns; 1 of 110; 3 of 104; 1 of 92; 


extent, for ships would then be built in England’ 
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4 of 84; 3 of 80; 2 of 78; 2 of 76; 9 of 74; 2 of 52; 
3 of 46;. 1 of 42; 3 of 36; 12 of 28; 3 of 26; 2 of 24; 
3 of 20; 14 of 18; 24 of 16; 21 of 10; 7 of 6; 3 of 8; 
4 of 4; 70f 3; 2 of 5; 3 of 2—141 ships, mounting 
3,184 guns. Besides 27 steamers, force not stated. 


The following is from the estimates of the Com- 
missioners of the Navy for 1840. es 
The United States, second only to Great Britain 
as a commercial nation, contemplate keeping in com- 
ission during the present year— 
ee of 90 Sones 2 of 52; 20f 46; 12 0f 24; 21 of 
20; 50f 16; 7 of 10; 1 steamer—34 vessels, mount- 
ing 868 guns.—New York American. 





A publication of considerable length has appeared 
in the Philadelphia National Gazette, signed R. M. 
Whitney, referring to the proceedings of the Court 
Martial recently held in Charlestown, Mass., for the 
trial of Lieut. L. F. Wuitney, of the U. S. marine 
corps. The decision of the court was adverse to the 
accused, and he was cashiered. The charge contain- 
ed five specifications—each founded upon an allega- 
tion that Lieut. Whitney had obtained money by 
means of orders upon his pay check or individuals. 
without taking measures to meet these orders; or af- 
terwards applying the funds thus assigned, to other 

urposes than those for which they were pledged. 

he substance of the charge is the alleged fraud im- 
plied in the specifications. The principle establish- 
ed by the decision of the court is an important one, 
and ‘is said to have come under the cognizance of a 
court martial now for the first time. The publication 
of Mr. Whitney is designed to repudiate the charge 
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OrpveR HEAD QUARTERS, 2p DRAGOONS, 
No. 6. Fort Hememay, Fia., April 5, 1840. 


The decease of Captain E. S. Wixner, at his seat, 
Knightly, Md., on the 7th ult., is announced to the 
officers of the regiment. As a tribute of respect to his 
memory, it is requested that the usual badge of mourn- 
ing will be worn for the period of thirty days from this 
date. 

The Colonel commanding regrets that the widely ex- 
tended portion of country over which the troops of the 
regiment are now scattered, occupying, as they do, ten 
different stations, precludes the possibility of assembling 
the officers to express their concern at the loss of a bro- 
ther officer, so universally esteemed and respected. 

By orper or Con. D. EB. Twieas: 

ROBT. C. ASHETON, 
Lieutenant & Adjt 2d Dragoons. 
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Naval Intelligence. 





U. 8. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 

West Inpia squavron.—Ship Warren, Lt. Com’g S. 
B. Wilson, arrived at Key West, March 24, and sailed 
27th, on a cruise. 

Brazit squapron.—Frigate Potomac, Capt. L. Kear- 
ny, destined to the coast of Brazil as the flag ship, 
dropped down from the navy yard at Norfolk to the 
naval anchorage, on Tuesday, 14th inst. 

Schr. Flirt, Lt. Comd’t McLaughlin, arrived at Key 
West, March 22d, and sailed 23d on a cruise. 

Scr. Otsego, Acting Lt. E. T. Shubrick, com’g, sail- 
ed from Key West, March 24, on a cruise to windward. 
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of fraud in the specifications alluded to. wVaVy. 
Military Intelligence. ORDERS. 





2d Dragoons.—Head Quarters, Fort Heileman, Col. 

LD. E. Twiggs, commanding District of Florida, east of 

the Suwannee. 

Lieut. Col. W. S. Harney, at Havana, Cuba, on sick 
leave. 

Major T. T. Fauntleroy, commanding troops, 2d dra- 
goons, in East Florida. 

Adjt R. C. Asheton, Regimental Head Quarters. 

Bvt. Major J. A. Ashby, Pilatka, commanding. 

Captains: 

H. W. Fowler, Fort No. 4, commanding. 

B. L. Beall, Fort No. —, M. Florida, com’g. 

. M. Fulton, Hewlett’s Mills, com’g. 

Beall, New York,regim’tal recruiting service. 
Bullock, Fort Preston, M. Florida, com’g. 
Howe, St. Augustine, in arrest. 

H. Blake, Tallahassee, sick. 

A. §. Macomb, Washington, not joined since promo- 

motion. 

C. Ker, Fort No. 4, on duty with troop. 


First Lieutenants: 
S. B. Thornton, St. Marks, sick. 
C. A. May, Fort Braden, M. Florida, “G” troop. 
N. W, Hunter, Rolls Town, com’g “ F ” troop. 
R. B. Lawton, under orders.to examine the banks of the 
Ocklawaha. ‘ 
N. Darling, Fort Heileman, com’g “ K ” troop. 
W. J. Hardeee, Hewlett’s Mills, on duty with “ B.” 
H. W. Merrill, Rolls Town, on duty with “ F.” 
' O. P. Ransom, Fort Downing, on duty with “ C.” 
Second Lieutenants: 
H. H..Sibley, Carlisle, on duty at Cavalry depot. 
R. A. Arnold, Fort Heileman, on duty with “ K.” 
“ 


w 

L. J. 
BE. D. 
M. 8. 
G. A. 


April 14—Lieut. E. Peck, navy yard, New York. 

15—Lt. G. M. Bache, command of schr. Jersey. 

Acting Mid. J. W. Bennett, frigate Potomac. 

18—Lieut. Geo Adams, Acting Mid. T. P. Alston, 
Lewis Beard, J. L. F. Beckwith, S. P. Carter, Geo. 
F. Cunningham, Wm. Nelson, Colville Terrett, Re- 
ceiving ship, Norfolk. 

Acting Mid. B. F. Van Hook, Charles Dyer, Jr., 
Reuben Harris, R. B. Lowry, J. B. McCauley, 8. P. 
Quackenbush, Receiving ship, New York. 

20—Professor Thomas H. Perry, det’ed from Razce 
Independence. 

Acting Gunner Thomas Robinson, special duty under 
Captain Perry. 


RESIGNATIONS. 
David Marple, Acting Carpenter, April 20. 
Josiah Faxon, Acting Sailmaker, April 20. 


EE OE OS TS 
DEATH. 


In Boston, on the 14th instant, Commander JOHN 
WHITE, of the U. S. navy, aged 58. ; 


[Correcrion.— We have’ been requested to cotrect an 
error in the notice of the death of Lieut. W. B. Lup- 
Low, published in the A. & N. C. of Dec. 26, 1839. He 
was the son of the late Purser R. C. Lupiow, of the U. 
S. navy, and not of the late Captain Gus: Luptow.] 
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° PERIODICALS, 
Tuomas R. Hamrron, of the 3 dAuditor’s Office, is 
Agent for the Knickerbocker, Lady’s Book, Lady’s 
Companion, New World, Southern Literary Messen- 
ger, Democratic Review, Medico-Chirurgical Review, 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, besides near! 

every other Medical, Literary, and Religious periodi- 
cal extant. Orders addressed to him, post paid, will 
meet prompt attention. Jan. 30.—tf 
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Z. M. P. Inge, Fort No. 4, “ “hi 
W. I, Newton, Pilatka, e “ «pr 
W. H. Saunders, Fort Wool, M. Fla.,-“ “1.” 

J. MH. Hill, Fort Preston, M. Fia., vant “y 
A. Lowry, Fort Braden, M. Fla., “ “Gg” 
E. M. Thayer, Carlisle, on duty at Cavalry Depot. 


‘ 





copies for sale at this office. Ap. 2 








